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Two Cities 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


“6¢] ET us build us a city,”” they said once 


of old, 
And of brick did they make it for stone. 
’T was of earth, yea, and earthy, its greatness 
but planned 
For man’s name and man’s glory alone. 
But the Lord had no part, and their labor 


was vain ; 
And of Babel, proud Babel, but ruins remain. 


But the seer sees the city that is yet to be. 
Not of earth, but of Heaven ’tis made, 
Pure as jasper and pearl, while in beauty and 
truth 


Firm and faultless foundations are laid. 
To God's glory ‘tis builded, and reared by 


His hand, 
And throughout endless ages that city shall 
stand. 
3 


Real Fellowship With God 


It is possible to be with some people 
a great deal and have no fellowship with 
them. . There can be contact, and: conver- 
sation, yet no fellowship. There must be 
real unity of spirit, mutual understanding 
and confidence and belief, and love itself, 
if there is to be fellowship. Even Chris- 
tians may fail to have the fellowship with 
God that should be the experience of all 
His children. The late Bishop Moule spoke 
a searching -word as to this. “Is it not 
sorrowfully possible for the truly believing 
soul to pass through a whole day, from 
the morning watch to the evening, and 
practically, as regards secret communion 
with the Lord, to keep silence? And pos- 
sible even when our day’s occupation, or 
study, may have had a close external con- 
nection with him. But what proves to be 
thus possible through a whole day ought 
to be impossible to the believer for a single 
hour. For such is intended to be our living 
and loving contact of heart and mind with 


God, and such is the provision for us in 
Christ in order to our bringing the blessed 
ideal into reality, that every incident of 
life may afford a natural occasion for some 
spiritual converse with Him who heareth,” 


Z7 
When Buildings Talk 


Not only human lives, but also build- 
ings of brick or stone or steel, may do 
impressive talking. “Ye are our epistles,” 
wrote Paul to the Corinthian Christians, 
“known and read of all men.” And there 
is a big building in Los Angeles that is 
truly an epistle of God to many, reaching 
multitudes through the eye and the ear. 
The chimes on top of the thirteen-story 
building of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles sound out every day the music of 
familiar old Gospel hymns, and this music 
reaches tens of thousands of hearts as it 
floats out over the teeming city. Many 
a story has come to the Institute of be- 
lievers being blessed and sinners reclaimed 
through this testimony. Furthermore, the 
same building talks by the words cut in 
stone on its front walls. High up, where 
many can read, are the words: “For ever, 
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A Prince Has 


T WAS a sad meeting in the mortuary 
room of the hospital that Wednesday 
morning at quarter past seven when a 

few of us, men of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, wefe present at the closing of the 
casket containing the mortal-remains of 
our ‘beloved leader, Ralph Norton. 

After a last look at the dear face now 
marred by pain and death, we told the men 
to proceed. The zinc cover was placed 
over it and soldered, and the wooden cover 
duly fastened and sealed by the Communal 
authorities. As we followed the procedure, 
our thoughts could not fail to leap for- 
ward to that day when the casket will 
have to give up its prey and our beloved 
leader shall rise again, to be clothed upon 
with immortality and to meet his Lord in 
the air. 


And now has arrived the day of the 
funeral. The casket is lying in the library; 
the room is almost filled with flowers. 
The humble bunch of roses lies alongside 





Mr. O. Vansteenberghe, one of the leaders of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission who has been in 
the work since its beginning fifteen years ago, 
has written this deeply sympathetic and dis- 
cerning account of the funeral service of Ralph 
Norton. Another article by Mr. Vamnsteen- 
berghe, on the fourth page of this issue, re- 
views the remarkable growth of the Mission. 


O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” 
(Psa. 119:89). On the granite c@rner- 
stone on the street level is the dedication: 
“Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood” (Rev. 1 

5). A young woman recently called at 
the office of the Institute’s Superintendent 
of Women and asked what steps were 
necessary to enter as a student. Conver- 
sation showed that she was not saved, and 
the Superintendent had the joy of leading 
her then and there to accept God’s gift of 
eternal life in his Son as her personal 
Saviour. Then she said: “I have been 
passing this building for years, and all 
the time those words on the outside have 
been condemning me. I knew that in that 
building was the happy solution of my 
life, here and hereafter, and now it is 
settled!” A similar story was told by 
another young woman, who said that she 
had passed the building daily for three 
and a half years, until at last the mes- 
sages engraved in the stone went home 
to her heart. Experiences like this show 
how important it is to be “instant in sea- 
son, out of season,” in bearing witness to 
the Word and the Saviour; only God him- 
self can know what eternal blessings may 
result, 
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Fallen in Israel 


of the superb wreath —all tributes of lov- 
ing friends.. In the church hall the workers 
of the Mission are gathered with their 
wives. Every one is feeling the solemnity 
of the moment. Dear Mrs. Norton is 
among us; with an utter disregard for 
herself and the feelings of sadness which 
must at the time be crowding upon her, 
she is here with us, her “children.” 

After a hymn and prayer we listened to 
a message by Mrs. Norton telling of some 
of the Lord’s dealings with her during the 
previous days. Our heavenly Father has 
been very gracious to his bereaved child, 
and it was good to hear how he had poured 
the oil of comfort upon the bruised. heart. 

Mr. Norton’s last message to the workers 
was then read in French and Flemish, and 
the meeting closed with a few moments 
of silent prayer, during which the last in- 
junction of our deceased leader was laid 
upon our hearts,—to surrender fully to 
all of Christ’s claims upon us, 

Before the meeting was dismissed a very 
impressive ceremony was. enacted, ‘Those 
who have been sharing with Mr, Norton 
the blessed fellowship of the Friday night 
English prayer meeting went to fetch the 
casket, and carried it into the hall while 
the assembly was standing, There it. was 









694 * 


deposited at the foot of the pulpit, covered 
with all the flowers. His Bible, opened 
at Romans 11 and 12, was placed like the 
dead warrior’s sword on the casket. 


At the funeral service, at two o’clock, 
not even standing room within hearing dis- 
tance could be had five minutes after the 
service had commenced, seven hundred peo- 
ple being packed into the available space. 
The crowd was most representative of the 
work. Besides the workers, there were a 
number of people from the provinces. The 
rich and the poor, the educated and the 
simple had come, their hearts filled with 
the same feeling of intense gratitude and 
devotion to our beloved brother, who, for 
many among them, had been the means 
of their conversion. There was the mother 
of Stephanie from Thielt,—she who 
mourns the loss of her daughter, who a 
few years ago went to be with the Lord 
after having given a. mighty witness in 
her home town. Then there was present a 
man who used to be the worst drinker in 
his town. His nights he used to spend 
sleeping anywhere, in a haystack or a barn; 
now he is a model son, and, although his 
face continues to bear traces of his terrible 
past, his heart has been washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. Almost every one 
present could have told how through Mr. 
Norton, be it directly or otherwise, he had 
found peace in the cleansing blood. 

The meeting was opened with a hymn 
and prayer, after which Mr. Winston read 
out a message from Mr. U. Cosandey, an 
ex-Commissioner General of the Salvation 
Army, one of the dearest friends of our 
Director: “Mr. Norton made the sub- 
stance of the Word of God to become the 
center of his life for the glory of God. 
The ‘man’ in him disappeared in this glory. 
He possessed a marvelous vision of the 
cross of Christ. ...I pray that the Lord 
may use for His glory the meetings which 
are to be held, the glory of God for which 
this great Christian hero was so jealous.” 

The writer had the privilege to speak in 
Flemish about one of his last visits to 
the bedside of him who had been a real 
father to him since first meeting in Lon- 
don in 1918. He read Psalm 73: 21-26, 
stressing especially the verses 23 and 24, 
which the dear patient specially loved. 

Mr. Collinet, one of the oldest and dear- 
est friends of the Mission, told how Mr. 
Norton had been a precious help to him; 
he compared his going to the pouring out 
of the precious spikenard “. . . and the 
house was filled with the odour of the oint- 
ment.” \ 

Mr. Waelti, the pastor of our French 
church, spoke the closing word, using as 
his texts. Revelation 14:13, Daniel 10: 19, 
and 12:3, 13. He told how the Lord had 
iaid upon his heart to give the message 
which he knew had been a great blessing 
to Mr. Norton a few years ago. 

A French and a Flemish hymn was sung 
during the service, and we closed with an 
English hymn which Mr. Norton greatly 
loved: “For all the saints who from their 
labours rest.” 

Then came the saddest part of all, when 
those who had been associated with our 
loved one took the casket and carried it 
out of the hall,—that hallowed place, so 
dear to our brother, where Sunday by 
Sunday he occupied one of the first seats, 
helping to distribute the bread and the 
wine, and where every one present at the 
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meetings had his personal interest. How 
can the meetings ever be the same without 
his dear presence radiating sympathy for 
the speaker and showing an intense recep- 
tivity for the spoken Word? 

But the Lord had commanded, and who 
may withstand Him? The casket was car- 
ried out into the street, where the city 
employees took charge and placed it on the 
hearse. 

“Mr. Norton’s funeral was princely,” said 
a dear friend of the Mission, and so it 
was; was he not a prince, a son of the 
King of kings? This beautiful thought 
was in the minds of many, and was given 
expression in the address at the grave side, 
when our Brother Neusy spoke on Malachi 
2:5, 6: “My covenant was with him of 
life and peace; and I gave them to him for 
the fear wherewith he feared me, and was 
afraid before my name. The law of truth 
was in his mouth, and iniquity was not 
found in kis lips: he walked with me in 
peace and equity, and did turn many away 
from iniquity.’ And Brother Van Wijck 
spoken on 2 Samuel 3:38: “And the king 
said uuto his servants, Know ye not that 
there is a prince and a great man fallen 
this day in Israel?” He was indeed :a 
prince among us, and his walk was princely. 

In that ideally quiet spot where we stood 
by the open grave, the voices of our breth- 
ren were as a foretaste of the divine verdict 
over the life of the one we were about to 
lay to rest. The sun was going down in 
a blaze of glorious golden light, a picture 


of the radiant glory in which our beloved 


leader left the earth to be with the Lord. 

And Mrs. Norton? She was with us 
throughout, following even the service at 
the grave side. She was to us all a perfect 
example of Christian fortitude. Assuredly 
could she say: “Thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.” The 
Lord was manifestly by her side all through 
the day; dear friends sought her constantly 
to show their love and sympathy, and it is 
not too much to say that she has taken 
a new place in the hearts of the members 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission family. The 
showers of letters and other tokens of af- 
fection tell their own tale. They proclaim 
the happy fact that the cord of love that 
bound us all together has been strength- 
ened; a new strand has been added, soaked 
in tears, it is the strand of a common sor- 
row. If the loss seems almost more than 
the human heart can bear, yet we know 
that the Lord is going to use it all for the 
good of His cause in Belgium. His Name 
be praised ! 





Mrs. Norton and the other leaders of 
the Mission are now prayerfully making 
plans for the continuance of its great work 
along the same lines that God has so 
greatly blessed from the beginning. In 
a letter written October 16 Mrs. Norton 
says: “We have never had greater bless- 
ing than during these last four weeks, with 
our leader laid low. Four or five new 
places op "ned up to the Gospei—now 66 
Stations.” May God’s people in North 
America and throughout the world con- 
tinue to recognize the stewardship for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission that God entrusts 
to them, and support this great work gen- 
erously by prayer and giving, as He directs. 
The American Treasurer is C. G. Trum- 
bull, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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Can Salt Lose Its Savor? 


While studying Matthew 5, one of my 
pupils took exception to my teaching on 
verse 13, saying that it is impossible for 
salt to lose its savor. As I am unable to 
meet the question, I refer it to you and 
should be glad to have your explanation 
of this verse.—A New York reader. 

The first verse of the International Uni- 
form Sunday School Lesson for November 
18 is Matthew 5:13, and this question can 
profitably be discussed in many Sunday 
school: classes. The Times has referred 
it to a good friend who was formerly on 
the Times staff, George C. Friend, now 
Assistant to the President at Pennsylvania 
Military College, Chester, Pa. Mr. Friend 
makes the following interesting reply: 


Replying to your letter, I am glad to 
be able to give -you the simple and (I be- 
lieve) correct explanation of Matthew 5: 
13. This passage often bothers folks who 
get to know a little chemistry, so far as 
theory is concerned, but who do not look 
into the practical aspects of the science. 
Your correspondent is not making the 
proper distinction between “salt” as the 
commercial product used for seasoning and 
preserving, and the chemical product sodium 
chloride which is the essential ingredient 
in commercial “salt.” 

“Salt” is chemically sodium chloride, 
NaCl, — that is, one atom of sodium com- 
bined with one atom of chlorine. As such 
it cannot lose its savor until the entire 
quantity is used down to the smallest par- 
ticle. It is true that its “savor” can be 
destroyed by various chemical means, but 
in such cases it is no longer sodium chlo- 
ride. But in the case we are discussing 
we are not concerned with chemical trans- 
formations, but with the commercial 
product known as “salt.” 

The salt of commerce is never absolutely 
pure sodium chloride, but contains, along 
with that compound, varying quantities of 
other substances, particularly magnesium 
chloride, which has what chemists call a- 
strong affinity for water, so much so that 
if exposed to the air it will absorb water 
vapor to such an extent that it will dis- 
solve into a watery solution. This is the 
explanation of the fact all have noted, that 
in damp weather our ordinary table salt 
becomes damp and often semi-liquid. 

Thus far we have been considering only 
salt as we know it in America and in other 
great industrial countries, where chemical 
industry is so highly developed that it is 
possible to produce and market a product 
of high purity. 

However, the oldest method for the pro- 
duction of salt (as a matter of fact the 
one used even today in primitive countries 
or in regions where rain falls only at long 
intervals) is the following: Sea water is 
allowed to run at high tide into basins or 
lagoons. The inlet is then closed, and the 
heat of the sun causes the water to evap- 
orate until there remains a crust of salt. 
This is scraped from the surface of the 
sand or clay and is sold. 

Now sea water contains not only sodium 
chloride, but varying percentages of other 


(Concluded on page 706) 
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When Really Christian Documents Came from 
“The Powers That Be” 


N THANKSGIVING DAY in the year 1799 the people 
QO of Connecticut were called upon to “offer unto God 

their sincere ascriptions of praise for all His goodness 
and wummerited favors.” Governor Jonathan Trumbull’s 
Thanksgiving Proclamation, of which the first few lines’ are 
reproduced there, will be published in full in next week’s 
Thanksgiving Number of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. 

The Proclamation is seen to be a most extraordinary docu- 
ment when compared with similar utterances of Governors 
and Presidents in modern times. For it is courageously and 
humbly Christian; it uses phrases and recognizes truths that 
are seldom if ever seen in such official statements today. 

The Editor of the Tres was fortunate in finding this 


valuable testimony in California a few weeks ago, and will 
interpret the significance of the document in the leading editorial 
next week, quoting in contrast from similar proclamations of re- 
cent years, A Thanksgiving Proclamation from George Wash- 
ington, still earlier than Governor Trumbull’s, will also be quoted. 

Other special features will make the Times Thanksgiving 
Number one to be read eagerly and prized long afterwards. 
You will find it difficult to decide whether to laugh or to cry 
—you will probably do both—as you read Annie Hamilton 
Donnell’s rare story, “The Laughing Thanksgiving.” Leland 
Wang, a much loved and consecrated young Chinese Christian, 
has a heart-searching message for all readers in his article, 
“Oh, Taste and See!” 








Beloved Ralph Norton's 
Last Weeks on Earth 


“NTEVER do I recall so beautiful a 

Belgian summer. The long bright 
days of that fateful August were filled 
with a translucent light that seemed akin 
to those heavenly beams ‘that never shone 
on land: or sea.’ As I would leave the 
hospital, night after night, the late sun- 
set would confront me as 1 turned, into 
the long stretch of the rue de 1a Loi. Dip- 
ping, then rising, this long straight thor- 
oughfare seemed to reach straight into 
that glowing orb itself, as it sank into a 
last burst of splendor in the West, and I 
thought: ‘That dear life there in the hos- 
pital room is like that, going on into 
the sunset of his life, and going out, like 
that, in glory.’” 

Mrs. Norton has written a full account of 
her beloved husband’s and her own ex- 
periences during this past summer of 10934. 
Her narrative of God’s leadings and pro- 
tecting care and love is a Christian testi- 
mony such as one does not often see. She 
lets us have glimpses of her own and her 
husband’s prayer life, and of the days and 
nights in the hospital in Brussels, before 
and after the operation that disclosed the 
condition which God permitted to end Mr. 
Norton’s earthly ministry. Shortly before 
he was taken, Ralph Norton said to one 
of the workers: “I praise God for letting 
me have this disease, that I might thus 
experience his great grace.” 

Mrs. Norton’s testimony will be published 
as a series of several articles in early 
issues of THe Sunpay ScHooL Times. 





A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scription to the Times, at 25 cents, 
will include the Thanksgiving Number 
and Proclamation, Mrs. Norton’s arti- 
cles, and the series on Atheism. 











Organized Atheism Meets a 
Supernatural Counter - Attack 


Bae you know there are more than 
17,000,000 militant atheists at work 
in the world today? They are not only in 
Russia, for godless Communism has sent 
its agents throughout the earth. They 
have penetrated into our schools and col- 
leges; they are poisoning multitudes of 
young people with their deadly virus. 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times has already 
told of the counter-attack of the Cana- 
dian Crusade against this. work of the 
Enemy; it now rejoices to report that the 
name “Canadian” has been changed to 
“International” as the same organization 
is waging its vigorous warfare on both 
sides of the Atlantic. The story of its 
supernatural victories, won in the Name 
and by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is a thrilling one. 

The sinister facts of atheism, and the 
shining victories of the Crusade, will be 
set forth in early issues of the Times in 
several articles; by James H. Hunter, of 
the Evangelical Christian; by Mrs. Maud 
Howe, General Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Christian Crusade, Toronto; and by 
Willard M. Aldrich, of Tacoma. 


How They Came to Believe in 


the Second Coming of Christ 


E TOOK as his text for his next 

Sunday’s sermon Matthew 24: 42: 
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come.” 

He had graduated the year before from 
a theological seminary. By Saturday aft- 
ernoon he was all at sea, and worked all 
that night on another sermon. 

Six different times he announced that 
he would preach the following Sunday on 
the text in Matthew, and six times he had 
to postpone his sermon, 

You will be interested in reading what 
happened at the end of the seventh week. 
He is now one of the most prominent 
preachers and Bible teachers in America, 
and he will tell you the story himself. 

The Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times has asked leading teachers and 
preachers to tell, in these columns, how 
they came to believe in the Lord’s Return. 
Most of their answers are now in hand, 
and the Times believes it will be one of 
the most compelling, revealing, and fascin- 
ating symposiums of personal testimony 
ever published in a Christian journal. 

These notable articles will be published 
exclusively here during the winter months. 
Their writers include such names as Dr. 
W. B. Riley, Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, Dr. 
Mark A. Matthews, Dr. Harris H. Gregg, 
Dr. Arthur I. Brown, President Robert C. 
McQuilkin, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Canon 
F. E. Howitt? Dean Lew Wade Gosnell, 
J. Davis Adams, and I. H. Linton. 
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What God Hath Wrought in Fifteen Years in Belgium 


How the Belgian Gospel Mission has spread the 
Good News from one frontier to another 


By O. Vansteenberghe 

















N FIFTEEN years the Belgian Gospel 

Mission has grown into a work whose 

branches stretch from frontier to 
frontier. 

Our thoughts go back to the last Sunday 
of June, 1919. A meeting was about to 
begin in the hall of the newly hired house 
in the Rue du Gouvernement Provisoire, 
Brussels. Would the people come? How 
could that hall, capable of accommodating 
120 people, ever be filled? These were 
the anxious queries in our minds on that 
day. 

The people did come; the hall was filled, 
and the hall continued to be filled Sunday 
after Sunday. Two years later another, a 
larger hall, had to be found and that also 
was filled; souls were saved, and a church 
was formed. Now we are using a hall in 
our Headquarters in the Rue du Moniteur, 
which will easily hold five hundred. The 
church decided last year that it could be 
self-supporting, which means voluntary 
gifts amounting to at least $3,300 annually. 

Such is the record of our first group 
of Christians after fifteen years. 


Lengthening the Battle Line 


What about the rest of the country? 
Since 1920 there has been steady extension 
of the work. Through the tents or other 
means the battle line against the force of 
the enemy has been stretched out until 
today’ we have reached the frontiers, or 
come: very near them, north, south, east, 
and west in this country. 

I am writing this article at Arlon, on 
the frontier of the Grand Duchy of Lux- 
emburg, 125 miles southeast of Brussels. 
Tonight, I am going to a tent meeting at 
Athus, ten miles south of Arlon. The 
center of that village is a few minutes from 
France to the south and a mile from the 
Grand Duchy. As I write, my mind’s eye 
runs over the map of Belgium to Brussels, 
and as I seek to locate our posts on the 
way I see Marche, Miecret, Villeroux, 
Sart; then beyond Brussels toward the 
northwest corner of the country, I notice 
Willebroeck, St. Nicolas, Lokeren, Ghent, 
Eecloo, Bruges, Oostroosebeke, Thielt, Ich- 
teghem, Couchelare. In all these places 
the Gospel is preached regularly, and all 
these places exercise their influence in a 
certain radius. Beyond Couchelare I see 
Viadsloo, near Dixmude and Nieuport, 
where two families, in whose homes we 
have meetings, may become in the near 
future centers of a regular work. Between 
Athus and Nieuport there is a distance of 
about 210 miles, half a dozen miles short 
of the greatest distance between any two 
points in Belgium. The battle lirie has 
been fighting its way north, south, east, 
and west from Brussels until it has-reached 
the frontier at several points, and there is 
regular preaching on the way in over sixty 
places. “What hath God wrought!” is 
our heart-cry as we write these lines. 

“But what is the past ins view of the 
future? We cannot say that Belgium is 


Since the work on earth of beloved 
Ralph Norton is ended, this review of 
what he, with Mrs. Norton and their 
helpers, accomplished in Belgium will 
be of special interest to all Times 
readers. Mr. Vansteenberghe is par- 
ticularly well fitted to write this sur- 
vey, for he has been with the Mission 
since its beginning, and he visits all 
the stations of the Mission and is at 
home in French and Flemish, the two 
languages of Belgium, as well as in 
English. If readers can have a map of 
the country before them as they read 
this article they will be better able to 
understand the amazing work done by 
the Mission during its short lifetime. 








evangelized; we feel that we are only now 
getting fairly started. 

When the financial debacle struck the 
world like a cyclone the Mission did not 
go unscathed. It had to suffer and it still 
does. But we, the workers of the Mission, 
have made the same discovery as_ the 
workers of other missions, that the present 
trial is really a godsend. It has brought 
us to our knees. It has called a halt, and 
made us settle down and think things out. 
The thinking has not been an agreeable 
process because it has brought about hum- 
bling and needed cleansing, but we praise 
God for this necessary and salutary experi- 
ence, and we look at the trial with other 
eyes now. We rejoice in the privilege of 
living in days like these, and of serving Him 
in such a country as Belgium, with its 
tremendous possibilities because of its: lin- 
guistic, historic, and geographic position. 


No Money for Tent Work, But — 


At the beginning of the summer we won- 
dered whether the tents could be used as 
in previous. years. No money was avail- 
able, salaries were reduced. more than 
half at certain times; but the Lord made 
prevision, and since July 1 both the tents 
have been out, and now at the end of July 
the French tent is just at the end of its 
second series of meetings, while the Flem- 
ish tent is in the middle of its third cam- 
paign. We have been working in new 
territory as far as the tents are concerned, 
except one place where we have been be- 
fore. The Lord has opened doors in a 
most wonderful way —as for instance in 
Looz, near Tongres, in the fanatical Prov- 
ince of Limburg. We made an application 
to the Burgomaster of Looz, but he, being 
a Catholic, replied to the effect that he 
would not allow us in the territory of his 
village. Then a member of the District 
Council stepped in. This man-is a kind 
of religious socialist, who has sometimes 
attended our meetings in Tongres; he is 
the Chairman of the Board of Public As- 
sistance and has the direction of the hos- 
pital in his province. As he was shown 
the refusal from the Burgomaster he told 
our evangelist that the tent could be put 
up in part of the orchard of the hospital. 


He had two fruit trees cut down to make 
room for the tent, and, in this village, we 
had as fine a location as any evangelist 
could wish for. As there was some danger 
that the village authorities would refuse 
us electricity he connected us up with the 
hospital system, so we had everything with- 
out any expense whatever. The people 
came to the tent meetings and listened most 
attentively, and there is every prospect of 
a permanent work being established there in 
Looz, 

It is not yet possible to speak about con- 
versions in the tents. Experience has taught 
us to be very cautious in that respect. We 
prefer to wait and see how the Spirit of 
God will continue his work in the hearts 
of the.people. We are convinced that the 
Lord has used the tent work so far for 
the conversion of some, and for this we 
thank him. 

“The wind bloweth where it Ksteth, and 
thou hearest. the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:8). 


Hearing the Word at the Last Minute 


How true this is, not only as regards 
the tent work but in any work done for 
the Lord! Who can fathom what goes on 
in the heart of a man when the Spirit 
of God lays hold upon him? We were 
forcibly reminded of this solemn fact in the 
case of one of the victims of the terrible 
mining disaster at Paturages, which claimed 
fifty-seven lives. H. was a terrible drunk- 
ard. Although his children had attended 
our meetings in W. for twelve years and 
his wife had been converted for sometime, 
he himself always refused to come into our 
hall in spite of the most pressing invitations. 
On a certain Sunday he put on his best 
clothes and went out without telling his 
wife where he was going. To everybody’s 
surprise he went to the hall, and that aft- 
ernoon he heard the Gospel for the very 
first time in his life. The Good News evi- 
dently interested him, for on his way home 
he said to his wife that the message had 
been for him and that, on the following 
Sunday, he would go with her and the chil- 
dren for a whole day to our near-by post 
at Dour, where the enlarged hall was to 
be inaugurated. 

He never saw the inauguration. The 
following Tuesday at a depth of 1,800 feet 
in the mine he was struck down in the 
first explosion. His body lies buried in the 
shaft, and is no doubt burnt to ashes, as 
the fire could not be extinguished and the 
mine is now definitely abandoned. 

‘Is the man with the Lord? This is a 
solemn question to which our’ heart de- 
sires to answer Yes. At the eleventh hour, 
the man, without outside pressure, went 
to the meeting and heard the Gospel and 
was, at least, interested enough to want 
to hear more. Here we must leave off 
and worship. Our God is a sovereign God 
and his Spirit works in ways of which we 
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know nothing. How solemn is the thought 
of a creature in the hands of his Cre- 
ator! 

We had a funeral service for this fallen 
miner. The hall was full,-and we had an 
excellent opportunity to announce the Good 
News to a great number of people who 
would not enter a Gospel hall except on 
such occasions. 
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Friends, pray for us. As I am writing, 
the news from Austria is very disturbing 
and makes us ask again—how long? We 
know that the extraordinary liberty we 
are now enjoying cannot last much longer 
unless the Lord works a miracle. Europe, 
and especially Belgium, has been a battle- 
field all through the ages. How long can 
peace be maintained? He, alone, knows, 
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who has all knowledge; but we feel the 
solemn pressure of Christ’s words: “I 
must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no 
man can work.” The night is coming, yea, 
and is upon us. Lord, help us to do thy 
work to the end and to stand firm in the 
evil day! 
BrussEts, BELGIUM. 














A special service for the Sunday school 


The Glad Message of the First Christmas 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 














HyMn BY THE ScHooL—“The Christmas 
Message.” 


(Tune, “America, the Beautiful.”) 


It sounded o’er the Bethlehem plain, 
That wondrous night of old, 

When angels from the starlit skies 
The Christmas message told. 

“Lo, unto you is born this day,” 
Proclaimed an angel voice, 

“A Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 
Let all the world rejoice. 


To humble shepherds, guarding well 
Their flocks within the fold, 

Was first by white-winged herald fais 
The Christmas message told. 

For unto them was born that day, 
As there the angel voiced, 

“A Saviour which is Christ the Lord,” 
And they who heard rejoiced. 


Not to that shepherd band alone 
Did Heaven’s gates unfold, 

But “to all people’ was that word 
Of Christmas message toid. 

And “unto you is born this day,” 
Still rings the angel voice, 

“A Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 
Receive Him and rejoice. 


OreENING SCRIPTURE SENTENCES. 


Leader—“How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace; 
that- bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation” (Isa. 52:7). 
“And we declare unto you glad tid- 
ings” (Acts 13:32). 

OventInG PRAYER, 


* 


Part I. The Message from Heaven 


Leader—“Thus saith God the Lord, 
New things do I declare: before they 
spring forth I teil you of them” (Isa. 
42:5, 9). 

Girls—“Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King. shall 
reign and prosper” (Jer. 23:5). 

Boys.—‘Unto you that fear my name shail 
the Sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings” {Mal. 4:2). 

Leader—“And I will set up one shepherd 
over them: ... I the Lord have spoken 
it” (Ezek. 34: 23, 24). 

Girls —“The Lord hath proclaimed unto 
the end of the world, .. . Behold, thy 
salvation cometh” (Isa. 62:11). 


Boys—‘“Lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: ... And the 
angel said unto them, ... Unto you 
is born this day ...a Saviour” (Luke 
2:9-1r). 

HyMnN BY THE ScHOocL— 

Christmas News.” 


“Q) Glorious 


(Tune, “This Is My Father’s World,’) 


Of old the prophets spoke 
A message from above, 
In God’s own name the promise came 
Of Christ, God’s Gift of love. 
O glorious Christmas News, 
That Heaven rejoiced to tell, 
Of God’s own Son, His Holy One, 
To come, Emmanuel ! 


Abroad the joy to tell, 
God’s messengers of light 
From Heaven came down to David’s town, 
Where Christ was born that night. 
O glorious Christmas news, 
That Heaven rejoiced to tell, 
Of God’s own Son, His Holy One, 
Now come, Emmanuel! 


And God from Heaven once more 
Sent forth a flaming star, 

That it might lead to Christ indeed 
The seekers from afar. 

O glorious Christmas news, 
That Heaven rejoiced to tell, 

Of God’s own Son, His Holy One, 


Now come, Emmanuel! 


And ye who know that word 
The heavens so oft declare, 

Tel far and near, that all may hear, 
And Heaven’s rejoicing share. 

Oo | nag Christmas news, 

That Heaven rejoiced to tell, 

Of God’s own Son, His Holy One, 

Now come, Emmanuel ! 


Recitation—‘“Christmas Tokens.” 
First Child (carrying a star).— 


Ofttimes of old, in hope and faith, 
Wise men were heavenward gazing ; 

And, lo, when Christ was born, they saw 
A glorious, new star blazing; 

And following over mount and plain, 
Its light and splendor heeding, 

To Bethlehem, where God was homed, 
They found its pathway leading. 

We cherish. still the Christmas star 
In sign that Christ was given, 

The bright and morning Star, to light 
The whole world to God’s Heaven; 

And following Him, the one true Light 
Along life’s pathway guiding, 

Our feet at last shall reach that home 
Where God is. e’er abiding. 


Second Child (carrying a laurel wreath).— 


Of old they plucked the laurel bough, 
And into wreaths entwined it, 

For him who won the victory, - 
Upon his brow to bind it. 

And lairel' do we gather still 
Each joyous Christmas season, 

And twine its branches into wreaths, 
Perchance for this chief reason ; — 

That Christ, who came at Christmas, won 
A victory great and glorious, 

And victor wreaths we’d weave for Him, 
To crown Him all victorious. 


Third Child (carrying a bell) .— 


Christ came to this world, sad and drear, 
The joy of Heaven bringing ; 
And we His blessed birthday keep 
With hearts where joy is springing ; 
And, as a token of that joy, 
The Christmas bells set pealing, 


In tune with hymns of praise we chaat, 
ur love and thanks revealing. 
So, as upon each Christmas morn 
You hear the bells chime sweetly, 
Know they but help to sound abroad 
The joy Christ gives completely. 
Fourth Child (carrying a candle).— 
Upon the eve of Christmas day, 
We set our candles gleaming, 
That golden rays may brightly shine 
Out through the darkness streaming; 
And silently our candles tell 
Of Christ, who came to lighten 
Men’s hearts with God's own joy and truth, 
And all earth’s darkness brighten. 
Fifth Child (carrying holly and fir) — 
The holly and the fir we bring 
Ere. dawns each Christmas morning, 
And all our homes are sweet and fair 
With evergreen adorning ; 
And they, that know no wintry death, 
Whose leaves are withered never, 
Speak of the Christ, once born on "earth 
Who lives above forever. 


Part II. The Message of Joy 


Leader —‘‘And the angel said, ... I bring 
you good tidings of great joy” (Luke 
2:10). 

Girls.—“Sing and rejoice; . .. for, lo, I 
come, and I will dwell in the midst of 
thee, saith the Lord” (Zech. 2: 10). 


Boys.—“Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us: 
this is the Lord; ... we will be glad 
and rejoice in his salvation” (Isa. 25: 
9). 

Leader.—“Rejoice greatly, . . . behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, 
and having salvation” (Zech. 9:9). 


Girls.—“Let the children of Zion be joyful 
in their King” (Psa. 149: 2). 


Boys.—‘Whom having not seen, ye love;- 


in whom, though ‘now ye see him not, 
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory” (1 Pet. 
33). 


Hymn BY THE ScHoot—“Christmas Joy 
Bells.” 


(Tune, “There Is No Name So 
Sweet on Earth,’”’) 


‘Twas that sweet song of holy mirth 
The angel choir came singing 

The night of Jesus’ wondrous birth, 
That set earth’s joy bells ringing. 


Chorus 


The heavenly heralds chant His birth, 
God’s glory there revealing, 

“Good will to men, and peace on earth.” 
Hark to the joy bells pealing ! 


The Christ, they tell, has come to earth 
God’s great salvation bringing, 

And Heaven through Messiah’s ‘birth 
Has set earth’s joy bells ringing. (Cho.) 
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The shepherds heard that news. on earth, 
And, in glad haste upspringing, 

In Bethlehem found the Babe, whose birth 
Set all earth’s joy bells ringing. (Cho.) 


Still rings that song of Jesus’ birth, 
Its echoes wider flinging, 
Till ‘mong all peoples of the earth 
od’s joy bells are set ringing. (Cho.) 
ReEcITATION BY MEMBERS OF JUNIOR Ds- 
PARTMENT—‘“Good News.” 


(Each child from two to nine carries the 
initial letter of the verse.) 
First Child— 
What the message God sent long ago to this 
world 
Means for you and for me, we would tell 
By these words of His own that we bring 


you today, 
For its meaning they truly will spell. 


Second Child—‘God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son” 
(John 3: 16). 

Third Child—“Our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
who gave himself for us” (Titus 2: 
13, 14). 

Fourth Child —“Offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever” (Heb. 10:12). 

Fifth Child—“Declared to be the Son of 
God with power, .. . by the resurrec- 
tion from the dead” (Rom. 1:4). 
“Power over all flesh, that he should 
give eternal life’ (John 17:2). 

Sixth Child—‘“Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4212). 

Seventh Child—“Every one which .. . be- 
lieveth on him may have everlasting 
life’ (John 6:40). 

Bighth Child—“Whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Acts 2:21). 

Ninth Child—“Saved in the Lord with an 
everlasting salvation” (Isa. 45:17). 


Tenth Child— 
Yes, that message God sent many long years 


ago 
Is “Good News” still today fresh and 


new ; 
And, though sent to those people of old, we 
thank God 
’Tis “Good News” still for me and for 
you. 


Part Ill. The Message of Love 

Leader.—“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us” (1 
John 3:1). 

Girls—‘“Fear not: for I have redeemed 
thee. . . . Thou wast precious in my 
sight . .. and I have loved thee” (Isa. 
43:1, 4). 

Boys.—“In his love and in his pity he re- 
deemed them” (Isa. 63:9). 

Leader—“In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through 
him” (1 John 4:9). 

Girls —“Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins” (1 John 4:10). 


Boys.—“God, . . . for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:4, 5, 7). 


Primary Hymn—“Come, All Ye Little 
Children.” 


(Tune, “Around-the Throne of God in 
Heaven.’”) 
Come, all ye little children now, 
With thankful hearts and gay, 
For Jesus born in Bethlehem 
Sing praise this Christmas Day. 
Refrain 
Sing and praise Him, praise Him, 
Praise Him for His love alway. 
Come, all ye little children now, 
And praise as children may, 
That Jesus came for love’s own sake 
From Heaven on Christmas Day. (Ref.) 
Come, all ye little children now, 
And raise your joyful lay, 
For Jesus came to save us all 
Upon the Christmas Day. (Ref.) 
RECITATION FOR MEMBERS OF INTERMEDI 
ATE DEPARTMENT — “Measuring God's 
Love.” 
1. How high is God’s love? Can a man 
climb above 
To measure the height of God’s mercy and 
love? 

2. “As the heaven is high above the earth, 
so great is his mercy” (Psa. 103: 11). 
“Who crowneth thee with lovingkind- 
ness” (Psa. 103: 4). 

3. How wide is God’s love? Does the earth 

hold a place 
That the breadth of His love does not 
always embrace ? 

4. “The Lord is good to all: and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works” 
(Psa. 145:9). 

“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son” (John 
S210). 
5. How deep is God’s love? Can a man 
fall so low 
That God’s love and His mercy he there 
may not know? 

6. “To the Lord our God belong mercies 

and forgivenesses, though we have re- 

belled against him” (Dan. 9:9). 

“But God commendeth his love toward 

us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

How long is God’s love? At some time 

will it end, 

Or on to eternity will it extend? 

8. “Thus saith the Lord, .. . I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love” (Jer. 
Ste. SD. ; f 
“With everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee” (Isa. 54:8). 

9. How great is God’s love? In what scale 

can we lay 
His love 2nd His mercy, their power to 
weigh ? 

10. “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13). 

“Great are thy tender mercies” (Psa. 
119: 156). 
11. What price is God’s love? Can we buy 
it with gold, 
Or is it beyond all earth’s coffers can 
hold ? 
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12, “I will love them freely”. (Hos. 14: 4). 


“Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given himself for us” (Eph. 5: 2). 
13. Can we measure it then by earth’s rule 
or earth’s line, 
The mercy of God and His love all 
divine? 

14. “That ye . . . may be able to compre- 
hend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge” (Eph. 3: 
17-19). 

Junior Hymn—“The Wonderful Christ- 

mas Story.” 
(Tune, “The Light of the World Is 
Jesus.’’) 
What marvelous love of the Father on high 
To send from the heavenly glory 


His Son so beloved here to live and to die. 
O wonderful Christmas story! 


Chorus. 


Story of stories, gloriously fair, 

Joyously angels came to declare, 

Story of love beyond all compare, 
The wonderful Christmas story! 


How great was that love mortals never can tell 
Of Jesus who left His glory, 
And came as a Babe ’mong earth’s lowly to 


well. 
O wonderful Christmas story! (Cho.) 


O crown Him your Saviour, whose love for 
mankind 
Shines out in the Christmas glory, 
And share in that love which in Jesus you 


nd. 
O wonderful Christmas story! (Cho.) 
Appress BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT 


Part IV. The Message for All 

Leader.—‘“And the angel said, . . . I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people” (Luke 2: 10). 

Girls—“The free gift came upon all men” 
(Rom. 5: 18). 

Boys—“The Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world” (1 John 4: 
14). 

Leader —“Who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2: 4). 

Girls—“Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15). 


Boys—“And all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God” 
(Isa. 52:10). 

Hymn BY THE ScHoot—“Tell the Blessed 

News.” 


(Tune, “Whosoever Will.”) 


Hark the herald angel comes in glory bright. 
Saying, “Fear ye not,” to shepherds in the 


night, 
Ushering in the dawn of God’s own glorious 


ight, 
Tell the blessed news to all. 
Chorus. 
Tell the blessed news; tell the blessed news, 
That God’s great salvation not one man may 
lose. 
Hear the heavenly message, heed the heavenly 


call, 
Tell the blessed news to all. 


Hark, the angel speaks from out the open 
skies: 
“Jesus Christ your Lord is born today,” he 
cries, 
“In a manger bed in David’s town He lies.” 
Tell the blessed news to all. (Cho.) 


Hark, those glorious tidings ring across the 


years, é 

Bringing joy and gladness, calming all our 
fears. 

’Tis for us God’s Saviour Jesus Christ 


appears. 
Tell the blessed news to all. (Cho.) 


CrostnG PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 18. THE CHRISTIAN AS CHURCH MEMBER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 5:13-16; Acts 2: At- 47 
Golden Text.—We are members of his body.—Eph. 5: 30 , 


ATO TAT. Toe 














Kinc JamMEes VERSION 

Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick ; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were bap- 
tized: and the same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls, 

42 And they continued: stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. 

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things com- 
mon; 

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and -parted them to all 


COATIONA NOAA 

AMERICAN shQhGs! ‘Wain 10Nn L LIBRARY 
Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt ofS¢heSeafth> (but iif) thes salt have 
lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men. 14 
Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. 
is Neither do men light a lamp, and put it under the bushel, but 
on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the hoise. 16 
Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 


Acts 2:41 They then ‘that received his word were baptized: 
and there were added unto them in that day about three thousand 
souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching 
and * fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. 44 And all that believed were 
together, and had all things common; 45 and they sold their pos- 
sessions and goods, and parted them to all, according as any man 
had need. 46 And day by day, continuing stedfastly with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home, they took their 
food with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 praising God, and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added ‘to them 
day by day those that ° were saved. 








men, aS every man had need. 


46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 1Or, having received. *Or, in fellowship. ®Many ancient 


and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 


gladness and singleness of heart, 


47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And 
the Lord added ‘to the church daily such as should be saved. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HETHER a church member is a 
WA cisissian is a searching and vital 

question. Whether a Christian is a 
church member, and what kind of church 
member, are also most important ques- 
tions. Our studies in the Christian life 
began with the revelation on the believer's 
union with Christ, set forth in the beau- 
tiful figure of the vine and the branches. 
This intimate union is also described by 
saying that we are members of his Body. 
Along with the glory of our personal 
union with Christ is the glorious fact that 
we are not to live our Christian lives 
here as independent units, but as in union 
with other believers—as members of a 
church of Christ. As we study first what 
our Lord called us to be, then how those 
early Christians carried out his purpose, 
what a purifying should occur in our in- 
dividual lives and in our churches! 


The Historical Setting 

The Sermon on the Mount may be dated 
in the late spring of A. D. 28. The pas- 
sage in Acts describes the early church 
as it was just after Pentecost, which may 
be dated May 28, A. D. 30, about two 
years after our Lord gave his message on 
the mount. 


Verse by Verse 

Matthew 5:13.—Ye are the salt of the 
earth. (Cf. v. 11.) The earth is corrupt 
because of sin, but believers are the salt 
to preserve; sin makes life insipid also, 
and the saving salt of the children of 
grace seasons it (Gen. 6:11, 12; Mark 
9:49; Luke 14:34; Col. 4:6). But if 
the salt have lost his savour. The pure 


authorities add, in Jerusalem; and great fear was upon all. 


*Gr., together. © Or, were being saved. 
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chemical called salt does not change, but 
the ancient commercial salt of Palestine 
was mixed with other substances and did 
lose its saltness. Wherewith shall it be 
salted? (Cf. Matt. 6:23; Mark 9:50.) 
Good for nothing, but to be cast out. A 
figure of utter worthlessness; spoiled salt 
was bad for the soil, and was swept into 
the street. This has no bearing on whether 
Christians can be lost (if it did, it would 
teach also that they could never be re- 
stored), but is a warning to Christians of 
the need of acting ever in their character 
of salt, 


Verse 14.—Ve are the light of the world. 
As the earth is corrupt, needing salt, so 
the world is in darkness, needing light. 
That the Lord Jesus is the Light of the 
world is one of the most striking of the 
revelations concerning him. Believers in 
the Light become sons of light, and when 
men see Jesus no longer they are to see 
him in us (study John 1: 4, 5; 8:12; 9:5; 
12:35, 36; Eph. 5:8; Phil, 2:15). 

Verse 15.—A candle . .. on a candle- 
stick. A lamp on a lampstand, is the cor- 
rect translation. 

Verse 16.—Let your light so shine before 
men, The thought is, “even so” let your 
light shine, as a lamp is used for the one 
purpose of giving light. That they may 
see your good works. This describes what 
is meant by shining (Titus 3:8). And 
glorify your Father, In contrast to doing 
good works to be seen of men (Matt. 6:1; 
ct. O26%. F Bet 2: 12). 


Acts 2:41.—They .. . were baptized, 
(Read vs. 37-40; 1 Cor. 12:13). Added 
unto them about three thousand souls. 
Pentecost was the feast of the early grain 
harvest, and its spiritual fulfillment was 
the early harvest of souls, beginning of 
the reaping that has been going on ever 
since, 


American Standard Version copyright, 19290, by International Council 
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Verse 42.—Continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship. Real 
conversion is evidenced by such continu- 
ance, and this continuance is as necessary 
to salvation as the initial step of -accept- 
ance. Its doctrine and fellowship are two 
great supernatural characteristics of the 
church. And in breaking of bread. Prob- 
ably referring to the love feasts, eating 
of meals together, followed by partaking 
of the Lord’s Supper (cf. vs. 44, 46; Matt. 
14:10; Isa. 58:7). And in prayers. “The” 
prayers, probably referring to the regular 
prayers in the Temple, which were now 
filled with new and vital meaning. 


Verse 43.—Fear came upon every soul. 
A reverent awe in the presence of the 
supernatural, and trembling also (cf. 5: 
13). Many wonders and signs. Miracles 
of healing such as described later, this 
being a summing up. By the apostles. 
“Through” them (Acts 3:6, 12, 16). 

Verse 44.—Were together, and had all 
things common. An expression of their 
new found unity, one heart and one soul, 
with a new view of their possessions (4: 
32). See Special Topics. 

Verse 45.—Sold their possessions and 
goods. Land or real estate, and movable 
goods. Parted them to all ... as every 
man had need. There was not a universal 
nor a required selling of possessions, but 
to supply the practical need, as it arose. 


Verse 46.—With one accord in the tem- 
ple. The Temple was still the house of 
God; these first disciples were loyal Jews 
who had received their Messiah-Saviour, 
worshiping now in spirit and in truth. 
Breaking bread from house to house. The 
beginning of their private gatherings, a 
preparation for the time when the Temple 
would be no more and the new church 
would be separated from Judaism (see com- 
‘ment on v. 42). 
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The Heart of the Lesson 


A Christian is a miracle set down in 
the midst of men—different from all 
other men. God lives within him; that 
makes the difference. The Christian church 
is a miracle set down in any community — 
different from all other organizations of 
men. God dwells within the church; that 
makes the difference. A Christian thus 
has two relationships, one his individual 
union with Christ, the other his union with 
the other members of Christ’s Body. We 
are not to live the Christian life alone. 
We need the church for fellowship, for 
worship, for correction, for discipline, for 
service. One cannot be a good Christian 
without being a good church member. 
Satan attacks the two points that make 
the church a supernatural body, its super- 
natural union with Christ and its super- 
natural doctrine; he seeks to bring division 
and to bring in false teaching. As good 
church members, let us promote true unity 
in the Body and true teaching of the sav- 
ing grace of our Lord. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Lesson Portions 


1. Christ’s standards for church mem- 
bers proclaimed (Matt. 5: 13-16). 

2. Christ’s standards realized in early 
church (Acts 2: 41-47). 


Tue CuurcH THE Licut or LIFE 
(Read John 1: 4; 8:12) 
1. Inward life of church members. 
2. Fellowship: among themselves. 
3. Outward effect on the world. 
4. Winning converts from world. 


5. All made possible through union 
with Christ. 


RevivaL—A_ Sprrit-FitLtep CHuRCH 


1. Saved members. 2. True doctrine. 
3. Fellowship and worship. 4. Prayer. 
5. Miracles of grace. 6. Loving minis- 
try. 7. Joy and praise. 8. Continual 
soul-winning. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Baptism of the Spirit. All who 
accept Christ as Saviour are baptized into 
the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:28, 41; 1 Cor. 12:13).. This 
topic is fully discussed in a pamphlet by 
the writer, “What is Pentecost’s Message 
Today?” (Published by Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C., 10 cents post- 
paid.) 

The Church and the Kingdom, The 
church is the present manifestation of the 
Kingdom of God on earth (John 3:3, 5; 
Matt. 13: 19-30). 

The Church and Israel. Gentiles who 
were alienated from the “commonwealth 
of Israel” (Eph. 2:12) became fellow 
members of the body (Eph. 3:6), which 
at first consisted of the remnant of Israel. 
While the remnant accepted, Israel as a 
nation rejected for a time; when they re- 
ceive Christ, at his coming, the Kingdom 
age of overflowing blessing will follow 
(Rom, 11:12, 15, 25-27). . 

Communism. Present-day communism 
is Satan’s imitation of that fellowship of 
the early church that shared voluntarily, 
and unselfishly supplied the needs of one 
another, They recognized the principles 
of stewardship, which are to be studied 
in next week’s lesson. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen, 
7. November 18.— The Christian as 
Church Member. 
Matthew 5: 13-16; Acts 2 : 41-47 
8. November 25.—The Christian Steward. 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
9. December 2.—The Christian as Witness. 
1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10 
10. December 9.—The Christian as Teacher. 
Matthew 7 : 24-29; Acts 18 : 24-28 
11. December 16.—The Christian and the 
Lord’s Supper ....1 Corinthians 11 : 23-34 
12. December 23.—The Christian Home 
(Chr8tmas Lesson). 
Luke 2: 8-19; Ephesians 6: 1-4 
13. December 30.—Tests of a Christian. 
1 John 5: 1-12 
First Quarter, 1935 
. January 6.—Peter’s Conversion and Call. 
John 1 : 29-42; Mark 1 : 14-39 
. January 13.—Peter’s Great Confession. 
Matthew 16 : 13-28; Luke 9 : 18-36; 
1 Peter 2:5, 6 
. January 20—Peter’s Lesson in Humble 
Service ...... John 13:1-17; 1 Peter 5:5 


Nn 
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Beware of Free-lance-ism. There were 
no free-lance Christians in the New Tes- 
tament. All were members of a visible 
church and under its discipline. 


Beware of Separatism. Christians are 
called to separation unto Christ and sep- 
aration from the world. Let us not turn 
this into “separatism,” drawing together 
into a fellowship that sets at naught all 
other bodies of God’s people as not being 
true churches. 


Other Special Topics. History of the 
Christian Church. Work of the Church 
in the World. The New Testament Church. 
Promoting Revivals. Dealing with Mod- 
ernism in the Church. . 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are you a member of church? If we 
belong to the Body of Christ that is not 
a reason for minimizing the importance 
of church membership; rather it implies 
the necessity of membership in a church. 


Are we joined to Christ as well as joined 
to church? It is terribly possible to be an 
outward member of the church without 
having been born again. 


Are we faithful in church attendance? 
Loyalty to Christ and the church is evi- 
denced by regular attendance. 


Support the midweek prayer meeting — 
not by attendance only, but by helping to 
make it a real prayer meeting, in which 
is evident the presence of the living God. 


Raise the standards of church member- 
ship. Let us have more care about admit- 
ing members who may not be saved. 


Respond to every call for service. In- 
stead of saying, “I cannot,” when asked 
to teach a Sunday school class or serve 
as an officer, say Philippians 4: 13. 


- Pray for your pastor. If he is faithful, 
praise God and support him loyally. If 
he is teaching false doctrine, or if he is 
dead spiritually, pray him into a new place 
in Christ or pray him out of his place 
in the church. 


Work for real Christion unity. Ti we 
separate from: other Christians because they 
are no. of our denomination, we are put- 
ting denomination above Christ. 
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Put soul-winning at the center of our 
church program. And promote revival. 


Make the church @ power in the com-— 


munity. Not by entering politics, but by 
exalting Christ and making it harder for 
corruption to prevail in business or in 
politics. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The coming of Christ himself saved 
the world from utter corruption; the pres- 
ence of Christ’s church is keeping. the 
world from utter corruption, 


Criticism slays thousands of church mem- 
bers — including those who criticize and 
those who resent criticism. 


The Lord went to worship every Sab- 
bath, “as his custom was” (Luke 4: 16) ; 
Christians are exhorted not to neglect 
their assemblies, “as the custom of some 
is’ (Heb. 10:25): which is our custom? 

Our conversation should be “seasoned 
with salt” (Col. 4:6), but not with red 
pepper. 

A church member who tells a question- 
able story or uses profanity is not only salt 
without savor, but is a producer of cor- 
ruption (Eph. 4:29). 

The church is in the world as salt and 
light; when the world gets into the church, 
corruption and darkness spread. 

Card-playing, movie-going, dancing, 
smoking, drinking church members are not 
the salt of the earth or the light of the 
world. 


Our church should be so warm spiritu- 
ally as not only to keep unsaved people 
from daring to join, but to keep members 
who are not really of the Body from re- 
maining in the church (Acts 5:13; 1 John 
2:19). 

Cotumpszra, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Haye you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT are the principal uses of salt? 
2. In the phrase, “Wherewith shall it 


be salted?” does the word “it” refer to the 
earth or to the salt? (Matt. 5: 13.) 


3. In what very striking way does Mat- 
thew 5:14 identify Christians with the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

4. What two things did Peter say would 
happen to the Jews who repented and were 
baptized in the name of Jesus? 

5. What did the Holy Spirit do for them 
which he did not do for Old Testament saints ? 

6. What was it in the Lord Jesus that was 
the light of men, according to the Scripture? 
What is it in Christians that constitutes the 
light of the world? 


7. What are two things about the Church 
of Christ that are supernatural and make it 
different from all other organizations? 


8. Can you mention ten or twelve things 
that hinder revival in a church? 


9. Is it necessary to have our name on 
the roll of some church if we know we are 
members of the Body of | Christ ? 

10. Is it a sin to belong to a “denomina- 
tional” church, since nothing is said in the 
a. about different denomina- 
thons 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 704. 








Lesson for November 18 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Our Language.”—JYe are the salt of 
the earth... Ye are the light of the world 
(Matt. 5:13, 14). When Jesus wanted a 
metaphor he did not have to go outside 
the daily life to find it. Will some 
preachers and teachers please take notice! 
(Eccles. 7 : 24.) 

I am much entertained by a very ex- 
cellent cartoonist named Webster, a six 
foot plus artist who came up out of the 
sticks via the correspondence school. He 
is clean and wholesome and one of the 
very best of the “comic strippers,” although 
he is more of a “blocker.” He has several 
series: “Life’s Darkest Moment,” “The 
Thrill That Comes Once in a Lifetime,” 
“Nothing Can Be Done About It” (I cut 
all these out and scrap book ’em). A 
clever one is “They Don’t Speak Our Lan- 
guage,” being a satire on those using tech- 
nical and slangy terms others outside the 
vocation do not know. A gentle dig at 
those who talk over the heads of people. 

But the Lord Jesus when he came into 
his ministry always spoke “our language.” 
Who does not know exactly what salt is? 
Also light? And what two articles can 
better describe the real Christian?’ With- 
out salt and without light we would be in 
a sorry case. Tasteless and dark. Look 
at those lands where Jesus has never come. 

Old age was knocked in the head as 
good riddance. The strong killed and ate 
the weak. The best among the females 
were taken by the chief and all murdered 
at his death. “Red Sunsets” they called 
such occasions in Africa. 

They had the same bloody ceremony in 
Ur, out of which God called Abram. Life 
was a sSaltless, lightless hell.. Salt brings 
out the flavor and light dispels the gloom 
and the fear of it. This is what happens 
when the Lord Jesus lives in the home, 
and the family is tied up to the church. 


“Quitters.”—They continued stedfastly 
in... doctrine and fellowship (Acts 2: 
42). In this text are two striking words: 
“Continued” and “stedfastly.” They are 
cousins. “Don’t be a quitter” is a collo- 
quial formula to express the one, and “Hold 
on like grim death” is the other. The very 
life of the young church depended upon 
its continued holding on to the doctrine 
and fellowship. 

You may remember that when the Rev- 
olutionary Colonials signed the Declaration 
of Independence, Benjamin Franklin said, 
“Gentlemen, now we must all hang together 
or we will surely hang separately.” The 
establishment of the Republic during that 
epochal struggle depended upon the thir- 
teen Colonies holding on. The establish- 
ing of the Christian Church depended upon 
this same sterling quality. 

These first Christians stuck even though 
old Grim Death was all around them in 
the person of bloody Herod, who got 
James and was reaching for Peter. Does 
not the Lord Jesus say something about 
a man having put his hand to the plow? 
(Luke 9:52; Acts 12:2, 3.) 

For many years I have been taking a 
careful and appraising note of those church 
members who having been active in the 
Lord’s work for a time have turned “quit- 
ter.’ In every case, without exception, 
Mr. Quitter, like the actors, has changed 
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his name to Mr. Loser. Of course I am 
not considering the fellow or fellowess 
whom the Lord sets aside in some way. 
I am referring to the out-and-out, rank 
quitter; you know him. 

Not a single quitter has been benefited 
in the end—socially, commercially, or 
spiritually, by the slow down and abandon- 
ment of active service. He dropped from 
“active worker” to a “belonger”’ for no 
other reason he ever gave than “tired of 
it,’ and this was the beginning of unhap- 
piness, misery, and a monumental catas- 
trophe, not to say tragedy. Our jails could 
tell some stories, so could our cemeteries. 
Never be a quitter! 


The Big Argument.—Praising God, and 
having favour with all the people (v. 47). 
“Some folks have it in for Christians,” is 
frequently said. But in these days it is 
generally the “Christian” whose daily life 
does not square with his. lips that Mr. 
Mocker “has it in” for. It is the bogus 
“Christian” that awakens contempt. The 
“Christian” whose word is not as good as 
his bond. Who does not pay his honest 
bills, but does run an automobile. You 
do not hear mean things about Christians 
who are practicing their profession and 
working: at the trade! 

In the early church the Christians, with 
but two exceptions, were the genuine arti- 
cle. Ananias and Sapphira are so excep- 
tional that one-fourth of the fifth chapter 
of Acts is given to the account of their 
catastrophe. Their lying is historical. 

The early church fresh from the. Foun- 
der’s hands was teaching the Sermon on 
the Mount and trying to live up to the 


either do men light a cance Lt 
and put it under a bushel 


4. 








IMat. 10:3: 






“Whosoever shall deny me —_¢ 

before men, him will I also deny 

before my Father which isin heaven? 
3 Jesus. 
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level of it. Of course they were in favor 
with all the people, not the “Rulers.” In 
Coatesville, as in other places, the men and 
women who are in “favour with all the 
people” are those whose lives indicate they 
are real followers of the Lord Jesus. 

When a man is “in a hole” he invariably 
goes to the man (or woman) who is a 
Christian. He is the troubled one’s favor- 
ite “touch.” When the woman and her 
children come to the very end of her re- 
sources she never turns to the Sabbath 
breaker, the card player, the ones who have 
no use for the church. 

Even the “dead beat’—‘“the bum” — 
“the scamp” views the real Praising God 
Christian with favor, because he is so sym- 
pathetic with human frailty he is apt to be 
an Easy Mark. And right here is an 
argument for the religion of Jesus Christ 
none can gainsay. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 

ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for what we have received 
through the church and for what we are en- 
abled to do as members of the church. Help 
us realize the supernatural character of the 
church, not a man-made institution, but the 
body of Christ, of which the believers are 
members. Help us, we pray thee, to be faith- 
ful in performing the duties that belong to 
those who have confessed thy name, and may 
we undertake the work to which thou dost 
call us in this wonderful organization with joy 
and not with a sense of burden. May those 
of us who have not yet accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord dela¥ no longer, 
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but may we enter into the high privileges of 
fellowship with him. May none of us be misled 
into supposing that life is life indeed apart 
from the indwelling Christ. In his dear name 
we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Of course folks can 
get along without the church. They do 
in some places, and life in such places 
shows the difference. Men did not just 
think up and start the church on its world- 
wide mission, but the church is a gift to 
man through the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which man comes into fellowship with 
others and with the Lord himself in wor- 
ship, praise, and good work. If we think 
that there are too many unworthy people 
in the church and so we remain out of 
its membership, we do not escape unworthy 
people by remaining outside. If we belong 
to Christ then it ought to be, and will be, 
a great joy to us to be received into the 
membership of the church congregation 
where we can share in the spreading of 
the Gospel, in the building up of others 
in the faith, and in true worship of God. 
Are you just outside the door of all these 
great privileges? Why remain there? 
There is no good answer to that question. 














ELIEVING ON HRIST 
ELONG TO THE \JHURCH 
WHY WAIT? 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the bes® one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be availab 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to iMlustrations on 
that portion of the jesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Savorless Salt.—Ye are the salt of the 
earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thence- 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out 
(Matt. 5:13). Mr. Bavington of the 
Heart of Africa Mission, in a letter writ- 
ten from shipboard on approaching Bom- 
bay, said, “There are nearly thirty mis- 
sionaries on board. But alas! I could get 
only two to join us in daily prayer and 
Bible reading. But they were keen enough 
on dancing at nights. Two of them were 
in charge of the daily sweepstakes on 
board. Another missionary girl was run- 
ner-up in the bridge tournament. What- 
ever do they expect to do in India!”— 
From Ernest Gordon, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Essie E. Soper, 
Littleton, Colo. 


The Swiftness of Shining.—Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven (v. 16). Talk- 
ing doesn’t compare with living. Suppose 
you were about to enter Heaven, and stop- 
ped to make a few remarks to the people 
on earth. Suppose at the same moment a 
sunbeam were leaving the sun, and that 
your words and the ray of light had the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


same distance to reach the earth. In eight 
minutes the people on earth would see that 
sunbeam; but your voice would not reach 
them for 1,936 minutes, because sound is 
so much slower than light. Yet there are 
so many people who would rather talk 
than shine!—From The Sunday School 
Times, Sent by Emma C, Fisk, Boonville, 
N.. Fs 


Little Jane Understood.—Let your light 
so shine (v. 16). At church little Jane had 
listened to a sermon on “Let Your Light 
Shine.” The only part she remembered 
was the text, but she didn’t understand 
what it meant until her mother explained, 
“It means being good, obedient, and cheer- 
ful.” In the afternoon there was trouble 
in the nursery, and Jane excused herself 
for being naughty by saying, “I’ve blowed 
myself out.”—From Church Business. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. Prize 
illustration, 


Thank God for Fear!—And fear came 
upon every soul (Acts 2:43). The Prairie 
Bible Institute conducts each year a sur- 
vey of its first-year class in evangelism, 
to determine the motives which brought 
the members of the class to Christ. Of the 
class of 122 last year, the following num- 
ber gave these reasons: 


Fear of the Second Coming ........ 39 
MOO ET a 6 6 6b oe we sie Bees 33 
WORF Of JUUMIMONG 6658.8 ce bee tes 6 
Fear of corisequences .............. 5 
Do og ARES eer 4 
I IORI cos 10r Syne ak soe Sees 3 
Desire for joy and satisfaction ...... 9 
Desire for power over sin .......... 3 
Moved by God’s love for them ...... 6 
bg ee aa 4 
DW BOC ENOW WHF oo ioc cece ecu 10 


This tallies with a similar one made in 
1931, when sixty-six out of eighty had been 
saved through fear of loss, and another in 
1932, when it was learned that seventy- 
five out of one hundred had been turned 
Godward “moved with fear.” This report 
is an awful rebuke to the Modernist who 
insists that we should preach only the 
sentimental thing he calls “love.”—Adapted 
from The Prairie Pastor, Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Still Safer.—We are members of his 
body (Golden Text). Some years ago at 
the great Keswick Convention in England, 
a brother said to the Rev. George Silwood, 
“Is it not blessed to be safe in the arms 
of Jesus?” “Yes,” said Brother Silwood, 
“but I am safer than that.” “Why,” said 
his friend in astonishment, “how could you 
be safer than in the arms of Jesus?” “Why, 
I am as safe as an arm of Jesus,” said the 
preacher; nor did he over-emphasize this 
great and glorieus fact, “for we are mem- 
bers of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones.” (Eph. 5: 30).—From P. W. Phil- 
pott, in Moody Church News, Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTERIAL: A boy. 











NE of the beautiful figures that Christ, 

through Paul, has given us of his 
Church, is that of his Body, with himself 
as the Head. Then each church member 
is a part of the body of Christ. 
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As this boy stands here, we know that 


his body obeys the orders of the head. . 


If he wills to move his hand, it moves. 
If the order is to walk, the feet begin to 
move. Each member of the body obeys 
orders. Once in a while we see a person 
whose members do not obey the head, and 
we look with pity on the poor unfortunate. 
If we are members of Christ’s body, 
we should obey his directions just as the 
boy’s body obeys orders his brain gives. 
When the members of Christ’s church re- 
fuse to be obedient, we have pitiful cases 
of spiritual paralysis, making them a spec- 
tacle for a gazing, unbelieving world. You 
may think you are such a small member 
and so unimportant that it is not affecting 
the church if you are disobedient. _What 
a lot of distress one of this boy’s teeth 
could cause him! Just a little member. 
As members of our local, visible 
churches, we have just- the same duty of 
obedience to our Lord, who is the Head 
of these individual churches. Did you ever 
think just what would be the success of 
your church if every member was just like 


‘you? 


Mopesto, CAL. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The joy of knowing God. 
2. Three thousand people praise God. 
3. God listens. for my voice. 











OW wonderful that there are places 

where we can go especially to worship 
God— places built only for that one pur- 
pose! Have we a place like that? Yes, 
we are in one today. I wonder if you were 
glad to come to “the house of the Lord’’? 
David was! He did not say, “I don’t want 
to go to Sunday school today. Please may 
I stay away?” No, he said, “I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord” (Psa. 122: 1, Memory 
Verse). David was glad because he knew 
and loved God, and that is such a happy 
thing. 

Help the children to understand that true 
worship is full of joy—the best kind of 
joy. Not mere happiness, which is but 
a passing feeling, but a deep joy which 
abides in our hearts. Some boys and girls 
find no joy in going to church or Sunday 
school because they do not know God. 
When we know God and his salvation, our 
hearts are filled with joy! 

Explain carefully that “the church” men- 
tioned in our lesson (Acts 2: 41-47) is not 
a building, but the name given to those 
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. “The 
church” meet together in a building, which 
is sometimes called by the same name. 
God likes us to meet together to worship 
him. He sent us a message in Hebrews 10: 
25: “Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together.” 

Let us see the first church members. 
Who were they? Men and women, and 
boys and girls who believed the preacher's 
message of God’s love. Who was the 
preacher? It was Peter, the disciple who 
had once been too frightened to confess 
that he even knew the Lord Jesus! How is 
it that he is preaching so boldly now? Be- 





time 




















Lesson for November 18 


cause he knows that the Lord Jesus is a 
risen Saviour, who is alive forever more! 

What a great number were converted — 
three thousand! ‘They all believed what 
God said, and because they loved him, they 
often met together for praise and prayer. 
What a happy lot of people they were! 
The singing would be fine, would it not? 
God loves to hear us singing for joy be- 
cause we love him. Although we cannot 
hear each voice, he can, and he knows and 
is sad if one boy’s or girl’s voice is miss- 
ing ! 

God tells us in the Bible how much he 
loves to hear children singing his praises. 
Hundreds of years before the Lord Jesus 
came to this earth, God told one of his 
messengers to write it down (Matt. 21: 
16; Psa. 8:2) so that every one should 
know. 


Finish the lesson with a “praise” hymn. - 


Yorx, Ene. 
4 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Christian Life: 
7. Expressing itself in church relationships: 
(1) In joining the church; (2) in observ- 
ing its forms of worship; (3) in sharing 
with fellow members; (4) in sincere and 
joyful living; (5) in victorious witnessing 
toe the glory of God the Father — which 
will be the church growing “in favor with 
all the people’ and, in numbers, daily. 











HIS study should help your girls who 

are church members—to know how 
to live up to their high obligations and 
privileges—and those who are not, that 
they may understand what church member- 
ship really means. 


Let us use the passage in the Acts, first.- 


It.is a remarkably comprehensive sum- 
ming up of the meaning of Christian church 
membership. Note the outline above and 
follow, completing its suggestions. For 
instance, under “(1) joining the church,” we 
find three distinct steps recorded of those 
first church members: they heard.the mes- 
sage that Jesus is the Christ of God, dying 
for our sins; they accepted this word; and 
they were baptized into their new faith. 
Under “(2) observing the church forms 
of worship” we note these: these new 
members continued to learn more about 
this Saviour through the apostles’ teach- 
ing; they kept in close feilowship with 
other church members; they observed the 
comraunion of the Lord’s Supper regularly ; 
they were constant in united praying. If 
only all church members were received 
‘and kept on these Scriptural qualifications 
what a true church would bless the world 
today! Help your girls to measure their 
own membership by these God-given re- 
quirements. How does your own measure 
up by this standard? 
/ (3) The community of goods practiced 
' by this first church may not be required 
of the church in all ages, but surely the 
spirit of sharing with our fellow Chris- 
tians to meet all their needs, rather than 
letting unfortunate ones fall upon the cold 
mercies of the world’s charity is an age- 
abiding principle of church membership. 
How generously are your girls sharing 
their possessions —if not of money, then 
of time, talents, influence? How much of 
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themselves are they giving to God through 
their church? A young girl’s gifts of her- 
self are more precious than any money. 

(4) Contentment to the extent of joy, 
out of a sincere heart (“gladness and sin- 
gleness of heart”) is a beautiful evidence 
of membership in the true church, not only 
of a name on a church roll. The power 
of a young life happy in Christ and in his 
service, — who can measure it? 

(5) Last of all, think of the passage 
from Matthew—our Lord’s own words 
on the power and usefulness of anyone who 
is of “the salt of the earth” and “the light 
of the world.” The “savour” of any Chris- 
tian life is surely Christ himself, who is 
the only saving quality in any of us; even 
so he is the light of the world, shining 
through us whom he bids to light the world 
by good deeds that glorify the Father in 
Heaven. So, Christ in and through us, 
Christlikeness, is the final expression of 
true membership in him and in his true 
church. How much of Christ can others 
“savour” in us? How much of his light 
can they see shining through us? 


Home Study 


Maybe your best “study” for this week 
will be just yourself—how you qualify 
as a church member, judging by these tests 
found in God’s Word. “Examine your- 
selves,” says Scripture. 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys" Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This 
Beginning: Salt. 
Discussion: Take up the comparative 


objects below and discuss their similarities 
to the “saltless’” Christian. 


Objective: Measuring up to the Lord’s 
expectation of us. 


Week 


AY, fellows, let us consider salt. It 

is such a common little article of every- 
day life, so easy to get, so unobtrusive 
on the table among the rarer and more 
conspicuous dishes of food,-that we are 
apt to lose sight of its importance. It 
was like our Lord, in his matchless teach- 
ing to take such a common little article to 
illustrate so important a lesson: ‘“Chris- 
tians—the salt of the earth!” “But,” he 
said, in effect, “if. the salt has lost its 
savor, how shall it be made to season and 
to cleanse and to save?” 

So let us look at salt, for what it is and 
what it does. It is a preserver; it is a 
cleanser; it is fertilizer; it is a seasoner. 
Much of our food would be unpalatable 
without salt. Practically all articles of 
food have some salt naturally, derived 
from the soil. If some catastrophe should 
eliminate all salt from the earth, we would 
suffer terribly, and die before our time. 

The virtue in salt is its savor — its salti- 
ness. Therefore, you can imagine what an 
utterly disappointing thing salt would be 
if it were tasteless. Compare these to 
savorless salt: A car with four flat tires; 
a chair with only three legs; a shirt with 
the buttons off; a kettle with a hole in it; 
a last year’s calendar; a postage stamp 
with no gum on it; a clock that won’t run; 
a violin with no strings; a singing book 
with index torn out; a suitcase with no 
handle; a door with a broken hinge; a 
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bursted hose (either garden or the other 
kind); a torn screen that admits flies; a 
sash with a broken pane; a bookcase with 
no shelves — and no books; a drawer with 
broken pulls; a crooked pin; a radio with 
no tubes; a telephone out of order; a 
frozen water pipe; sour milk, rancid but- 
ter, and wormy crackers! 

Yet all those defectives can be remedied, 
except the last three named, and even sour 
milk can be used in cooking. But savorless 
salt! that is a bad case. How shall it 
be savored? 

Now let’s look at a saltless, Christian: 
what is the matter with him? How is he 
disappointing to his Lord — arn what are 
the symptoms? And how does the world 
(needing salt) react to him? 

Here is a part of it, anyhow. He does 
not read his Bible — regularly ; sometimes, 
under certain stimulation, he reads a chap- 
ter. He has lost his taste for it, if he ever 
had any. He does not pray — regularly ; 
sometimes, when he is in a tight place he 
prays. Prayer is just a means of getting 
something he wants very badly at the mo- 
ment. He does not go to church services 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 
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—regularly. He has lost his taste for 
that, too; it does not “entertain” him. He 
does not like the preacher; or one of the 
church officers irks him. He has no tes- 
timony to the saving and keeping power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And here is a poor world floundering 
about in confusion and in despair; every- 
thing it has pinned its faith to and invested 
in has fallen down. If ever there was a 
time when the saving, cleansing, seasoning 
power of Christian faith was needed, it is 
now. It seems very certain that the Lord 
Jesus Christ can use a steadfast, loyal, radi- 
ant, confident Christian in these days more 
effectively — and needs them more urgently 
— than ever before. 

Fellows — you Christians! —how’s your 
saltness? 


GreEnsporo, N. C. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps in Bible Study (Unit I), and 
Child Study (Unit IV), for students and 
teachers who may be unable to enroll for 
the Standard Training Course offered only 
in Bible institutes, colleges, and seminaries, 
but who can pursue the Preliminary Train- 
ing Course in church and community 
classes or by correspondence. Those fol- 
lowing this course in THE SuNpAy SCHOOL 
Times should write for further informa- 
tion to Clarence H. Benson, Secretary, 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 7 


Old Testament Law and History 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 
1 SAMUEL 


Selected reading: 1 Samuel I-10, 12, 
13, 15-17, 19, 20, 26, $I. 


AMUEL, last and greatest of the 

Judges, and forerunner of the kings, 
marks a new era in Israel. As prophet, 
priest, and king, he is a notable type of 
the Lord Jesus, whom he foreshadows also 
in his birth, his boyhood, the blameless- 
ness of his life, perhaps most of all as a 
great intercessor for his people (1 Sam. 
oS oO: Os 12523; T5324). 

The first book of Samuel is occupied 
with four men: Eli, Samuel, Saul, and 
David, and covers the transition period 
between the Judges and the Kingdom. The 
great enemy during this period continues 
to be the Philistines. God's judgment fell 
upon Eli and upon Israel when the Phil- 
istines defeated them and captured the Ark 
of God, which brought a curse upon the 
Philistines. The glory departed from Is- 
rael (4: 19-22). With the advent of Sam- 
uel, God restored the glory, and won a 
great victory at Ebenezer. 

When Israel asked Samuel to give them 
a king, they were rejecting God as their 
king. It seems clear that God intended 
to give them a king of his own choice, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


but the time was not ripe. Saul was the 
man of the people’s choice, one who fol- 
lowed his own way, in contrast with David, 
the man after God’s own heart, who sought 
the will of God (1 Sam. 13: 8-15; 15: 4- 
31; Acts 13:22). 

Saul’s failure led the way to the anoint- 
ing of David, greatest type of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: born in Bethlehem, rejected 
by his brothers, misunderstood by his par- 
ents, but chosen of God and anointed as 
king; then followed the long period of 
persecution by Saul, driven “without the 
camp.” Against this sad background 
brightly shone the love of Jonathan, brave 
young warrior prince, heir to the throne, 
true to David, true to his sinning father, 
true to God. 
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Lesson 7 


Enforcing the Fifth Commandment 
By Clarence H. Benson 


HERE is nothing more important in 

early childhood than the Fifth Com- 
mandment: “Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee” (Exod. 20:12). I would not say 
to little children, “Be obedient to your 
parents,” but rather to parents, “Make 
your children obedient.” It is all in your 
power. 

The child who has been taught to obey 
is already half educated. The fear of dis- 
obeying parents is the first step in teach- 
ing a child to fear breaking the laws of 
the land, and the laws of God. A child 
should neither question nor criticize the 
commands of his parents. Many parents 
are carried away today by the insidious 
nonsense that a child is educating him- 
self when he is struggling to get his own 
way. It is their God-given task to en- 
force implicit obedience, As children grow 
older they will realize, from what they 
see about them, that “the way of trans- 
gressors is hard” (Prov. 13:15), and “he, 
that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy” (Prov, 29:1). 

Parental discipline is, in the last analysis, 
merciful. The pity of it is that the world’s 
discipline is scarcely ever corrective. Home 
discipline properly administered is both 
merciful and corrective. The world’s dis- 
cipline is often destructive, if it comes too 
late, and is intended to punish rather than 
reform. 


> 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for November 18) 

1, Preserving, cleansing, seasoning. 

2. “It” refers to the salt itself. The figure 
refers not so much to the world, needy as it 
is, but to the saltness of the Christian (Matt. 
5:13). 

3. In that the Lord Jesus said of himself, 
“IT am the light of the world” (John 8: 12). 


4. Their sins would be remitted and_they 
would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2: 38, 41). 


3. They were baptized into the Body of 
Christ, joined to him and to one another (1 
Cor. 12: 13). 


6. “In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men” (John 1:4); note also the ex- 
pression “the light of life” in John 8: 12. 
The life of Christians, expressed in the works 
done by the power of the Spirit, constitutes 
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the light, for this is that same Christ Life 
in them. 

7. Its supernatural character as a. living 
organism indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and its 
teaching of salvation by grace, a supernatural 
revelation committed to the Church which 
could never be discovered by human reason. 

8. Worldly living of members, false doc- 
trine, lack of prayer, laziness, criticism, 
lack of love for one another which leads 
to divisions, lack of love for souls, sat- 
isfaction with present attainment, pride, . for- 
mality and dead “orthodoxy,” love of money, 
unconfessed sin. 


9. There is no ground in the New Testa- 
ment for a Christian not to be a member of 
one of these Christian assemblies, where the 
Lord’s Supper is celebrated and regular serv- 
ices of worship are held and Christ’s work 
is done. He should belong to a church and 
take the responsibilities and bear the burdens 
as well as be under the discipline of the 
church, There is no provision made for in- 
dependent “units” in the Church. 

10. “Denomination” simply means a name 
by which some particular church or body 
is designated, or distinguished from others. 
From that standpoint, any church belongs to 
a denomination, or is itself a denomination, 
even if it is simply denominated by the name 
of the street on which it is located. The 
name matters little if the Holy Spirit is in 
control of the members. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











November 25. The Grace of Gratitude. Luke 
17: 11-19. (Thanksgiving.) 
Sunday, November 18 


Why Should Young People Abstain from 
Alcohol? (1 Cor. 6:19, 20) © 





Mon.—Drink and be poor (Prov. 23 : 20, 21). 

Tues.—Drink and be sorry (Prov. 23 : 29-32). 

Wed.—Drink and be foolish (1 Sam. 25: 
36-38). 

Thurs—Drink and lose reason (Prov. 20: 


1). 
Fri—Drink and form evil habit (Eph. 5: 


18). 
Sat.—Drink and be ruined (Isa. 28: 1-4, 7, 
8). : 





‘that alcohol is not a food. 








How does alcohol affect the body? 

How does alcohol affect the mind? 

What effects of alcohol have you seen in 
others? : 

N THE Greek tale of Circe’s Palace, 

strangers who approached were wel- 
comed with the greatest courtesy by the 
beautiful enchantress. They were con- 
ducted to a sumptuous banqueting hall. 
Here they were seated upon thrones, and 
the most delicious foods were served. But, 
when they had eaten their. fill, with a wave 
of her hand the enchantress changed them 
into beasts, and had them driven from the 


palace. Not all were disgusting hogs or 
ferocious tigers. Some, according to their 
natures, were transformed into milder 


beasts, such as sheep, cattle, and horses, — 
but all became beasts. 

So it is- with intoxicating liquor. It does 
not send all who indulge in it to the 
gutter or to the murderer’s chair. But it 
does transform all its devotees into beasts 
of one kind or another. 


we 
One thing the laboratory has proved is 
It cannot be 
stored in the body as. can other foods; 
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neither can it build up body cells. Some- 
times, alcoholic drinks contain other sub- 
stances such as sugar, and this gives the 
false impression that alcohol has food 
value. 

we 


Alcohol has the peculiar effect of in- 
creasing the surface temperature of the 
body and reducing the interior tempera- 
ture. This makes the drinker feel warmer 
when he is really colder. This in itself 
not only makes him more susceptible to 
danger of freezing and to catching cold 
and pneumonia, but makes him more care- 
less about protecting himself with proper 
clothing, or about taking exercise to keep 
warm. 

we 


Alcohol, even in small quantities, inter- 
feres with muscular control. It gives a 
false impression of strength that makes a 
worker think he is working faster, when 
he is not at all. On the contrary, it causes 
him to tire more quickly through wasted 
muscular effort. For this reason, users 
of alcohol cannot hope to win in tasks or 
in sports that require great endurance. 


we 

Alcohol, when taken into the stomach, 
quickly passes into the nervous system and 
slows down the action of the nerves. Thus 
a drinker reacts more slowly, does not 
think as quickly or remember as clearly 
as the total abstainer. It is for this rea- 
son that an automobile driver, who has 
taken one drink, becomes a menace in a 
situation that requires quick thinking and 
instant reaction. It impairs likewise the 
judgment of a baseball or football player 
or an engineer, and prevents him from 
making instantly those reflex actions upon 
which his skill depends. Because it in- 
terferes with the nervous system, alco- 
hol likewise dulls the senses. 

ge 

Perhaps the most serious of all the ef- 
fects of alcohol on the human system is 
its effect upon the mind. It begins by im- 
pairing the judgment, which results in the 
user saying and doing many things that 
normally he would not say or do. This 
accounts for the loose talk and the vulgar 
and indecent actions which usually accom- 
pany drinking. It robs man of his reason, 
and lowers him to the level of the mere 
beast. It takes away his ability toe judge 
rightly and make proper decisions in the 
simplest matters, such as crossing a street, 
boarding a trolley car, running a machine, 
or driving a car. 


Nevertheless, in spite of the overwhelm- 
ing evidence as to the effects of alcohol 
upon the body and mind, there are some 
who will tell us that their bodies are their 
own, and that they have the right to do 
with them as they please. God’s Word 
says differently. It tells us that our bodies 
are not our own (v. 19). They are God- 
given, and are intended for the dwelling 
place of the Holy Spirit himself. 

We were created to glorify God and 
nothing short of that will please him. We 
cannot do so with alcohol-befuddled minds 
and with bodies impaired and diseased from 
self-indulgence. Let us rather yield our 
bodies to him, which is our reasonable 
service, that he may keep us clean and 
strong and fit for his use. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Bible Question - and-Answer Books 


OUR BIBLE— WHAT'S IN IT? (new) 
A concise synopsis of each book of the Bible with guid- 
ing questions to emphasize contents. 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


1500 questions on great events and characters. 


GO TILL YOU GUESS. 


400 selections of 5 questions each pointing to answers. 


BIBLE SAYINGS. 


1500 sentences to be completed or located. 
THE BIBLE CROSS-WORD PUZZLE BOOK. 
50 regular puzzles, based on the Bible. 

Answers in back—$1.00 each, postpaid. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 














Boston, Massachusetts 














New York Headquarters for 
Sunday School Times Holy Land Tour 


PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL 


. Fifth Avenue and Twenty-eighth Street, New York 
ALBURN M. GUTTERSON, Manager 
Near famous churches—large department stores — Empire 
State Building — Rail and Steamship Terminals. 
1,000 rooms with private bath. 


RATEs : \ Room with private bath for one from $2.00 
for two from $3.00 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 










Ae 
AND 


“Enclosed find check for..” 


addresred to YOU? 


e For over eighty years we have been sending these 
welcome letters to holders of Annuity Agreements 
of the American Bible Society. Never...in good 
times or bad... has any annuitant failed to receive 
| his check. 

These Annuity Agreements are safe. They are 
backed by the resources and conservative business 
management of a trust-worthy institution whose 
work, the distribution of the Scriptures, is indis- 
pensable to the Christian enterprise. 

Would you like to know how you can receive a specified 
sum at definite times every year as long as you live?...how a rela- 
tive or friend may be lociniod: ? 

Mail the coupon and you will receive an interesting booklet which 
may help solve some of the puzzling problems of your future income. 
peer re BASE TELE COUPON TODAY 

American Bible Soci 
AS HIGH AS | Bible House, Astor Place, New York 

Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS 96 entitled ‘‘A Gift That Lives.” 

Name D. imation ............. 


huh Or 
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White Gifts for the King 


The Ideal Giving Christmas Service 
Used by over 60,000 churches last year 
THE PLAN BOOK. 35 cents per copy, 

postpaid. 
1934 PLAY by Mary Russell. 


ea 
COMPLETE OUTFIT No. 34 (the two 
above and three other services ‘bound 
together), $1.00 per copy, postpaid. 
Complete information sent upon request 
No Free Samples 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
43-C W. Washington Street, Indianapolis, Ind 


A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE JLLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure lt 
Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 


25 cents 





158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 


ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 
[ravi tdual 


Gg lasses 
Lowest Prices. Send Tex ilactrated 


Catalog 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 
Room 353 1701-1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.Po 


— ie 


Beautiful Christian Hymns, Songs and Chorus 
in book called SONGS OF GROVE AND 
TEMPLE. For Evangelism and Young People’s 
Work. 15 cents singly, discount in 100 lots. 
SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE 
(Give Name of Church) Mention this paper 
Hall-Mack Co,, 2047 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


FINEST 
Worxmansmip 

















HOTEL 


PENNSYLVANIA 





PHILADELPHIA’S 
MOST CONVENIENT 
HOTEL 


Out of the Smoke Zone 
into the Ozone 


Yet only 10 minutes to city center — 
Convenient to all stations. 


600 Rooms, each with bath 


From $2.50 Single— $4.00 Double 


UNLIMITED PARKING | 
39th and Chestnut Streets 
DANIEL CRAWFORD, JR, Mgr. 





























When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 
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Can Salt Lose Its Savor ? 


(Concluded from second page) 


salts, such as the chlorides and sulphates 
of magnesium, potassium, and sodium, as 
well as the iodides and bromides of the 
same elements, together with others in 
smaller quantities. Some of these, partic- 
ularly magnesium chloride, are, as already 
noted, highly deliquescent (that is, they 
readily absorb water vapor from the air). 
Furthermore, the salt of commerce pro- 
duced in this way always contains consid- 
erable amounts of clay, sand, etc., scraped 
up with the product from the bottoms of 
the evaporating lagoons. 

So it is evident that the salt of our Lord’s 
time contained two kinds of impurities: 
soluble chemical salts that would cause it 
to “melt” into a liquid or semi-liquid on 
exposure to air, and insoluble mineral mat- 
ter that would never dissolve in water. 
The housewife using the “salt” as a savor 
could use one or both of two methods, 
and, whichever one was used, a condition 
would arise that makes our Lord’s state- 
ment in the passage under discussion per- 
fectly clear to the people of his day. 


First, The “salt” could be dissolved in 
water to make a strong brine, and this 
was probably the more common method. 
This brine would then be used to flavor 
the food. At the bottom of the vessel 
used for this purpose there would remain 
an insoluble residue of mineral matter 
which would no doubt resemble in appear- 
ance the original “salt,” but it had lost 
its ability to flavor,—in other words, it 
had “lost its savour.” This was naturally 
useless, and was cast out into the path or 
road, where it would be “trodden under 
foot of men.” 

Second. She might retain it in granular 
form and use it as we do today. In this 
case, the deliquescent salts present would 
undoubtedly cause it to liquefy -nore or less 
completely, and again, as in the case above, 
there would remain the insoluble residue, 
which had “lost its savor” and would be 
“good for nothing, but to be trodden under 
foot of men.” 

What a wonderful picture of the life of 
the Christian contaminated with the things 
of the world! 





[ Children at Home 





Saburo’s Climb 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ABURO had made up his mind to leave 
home! It was such a poor little home, 
shared with three others younger than 
himself, though he was only thirteen. 
His widowed mother worked very hard 
to feed them all, but Saburo knew there 
was nothing. for him to do in that tiny 
village away in the hills of Japan. He 
thought he could easily get a job in the 
big city of Kobe many miles to the north. 
Saburo quickly proved to be a clever 
little beggar, and somehow or other he 
got to Kobe at last. As he was standing 
begging, an old man with a kind face said: 
“My son, canst thou do nothing but beg?” 
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“Honorable Sir, I want to work, but I 
don’t know how to find it.” 

“Truly many older and wiser than thee 
are idle,” said the old gentleman, “but I 
always like to help a boy if I can. I have 
several dry goods stores in the city; I 
can try thee at something.” 

So Saburo was enabled to earn his “keep,” 
but he wanted to get more education, so 
he began to attend night school, 

He had to work very hard, but he man- 
aged to pass the examination for one of 
the smallest business schools. 

He had saved one month’s wages by 
hard work. But now there was board and 
lodging to pay extra, and at the end of 
the first month Saburo was very worried. 

At the business school Saburo had a 
chum called Kago, much older than him- 
self, who was a very bad companion. 

“Why, Saburo, we both must have some 
money,” he said. “Why should we not 
take it from a rich foreigner? My uncle 
says that all the mission people and their 
servants go to the church in the Shindo 
Machi every week day for worship. Their 
whole place wilt be empty for an hour.” 

Saburo was rather afraid, but his big 
companion laughed and mocked at him, and 
in the end he yielded. The boys climbed 
the low wall and got into the house. 

Saburo was so small that he seemed able 
to squeeze in anywhere. They managed 
to find money equal to about ten dollars 
in one drawer, and while looking round 
for more they heard a noise. It was some 
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sessions, These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year, 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 



































Lesson for November 18 


one at the front gate, and the boys had to 
use their wits to get out unseen. 

“That was a narrow escape,”. said Kago 
when they were in the street once more. 
“Anyway, we have enough to pay our 
school fees for next month. We must play 
this game again.” 

But when they repeated it, Saburo was 
caught by the police and taken to prison, 
though Kago, being more slippery, managed 
to get off. It was then that. the mission- 
ary whom Saburo had robbed took pity on 
the poor boy. He visited him often and 
talked to him very kindly. 

“My boy, you have no earthly father, so 
how much more needful is it to know your 
Father in Heaven, who will help and take 
care of you. I want to do all I can, but 
God alone can save you from further sin.” 

“Oh, Sensi [‘Honorable Teacher’], hast 
thou forgiven me taking thy money? [I 
feel thou dost really care about me.” 

“Truly, that is so, Saburo, and I long 
for you to find your best Friend, Jesus 
Christ. When you are free I want you 
to go to Osaka. Mr. Ito, the head of the 
school, will tell you how he came to find 
Christ in a wonderful way. His wife, when 
once he was in prison, sent him a bundle of 
books and a.New Testament was among 
them. He read it and was brought to find 
Christ, his best Friend. He is like a father 
to all his boys and understands their trials.” 

“I will go with a grateful heart,” said 
Saburo, “for I want to be different.” 

“It is going to be a stiff climb up the 
ladder of life, my boy; don’t attempt it 
alone or you may fall down again. Here 
is a little prayer I want you to use every 
day: “O God, hold thou me up, and I 
shall be safe.” 

Saburo quickly learned the words, but it 
was to mean a lot to him in the days to 
come. His early fall, however, made him 
climb all the more earnestly, as he found 
and clasped the loving hand of his Saviour. 

Saburo is now a power for good and for 
God in Japan, but still he never forgets to 
pray every morning, “Hold thou me up, 
and I shall be safe.” 


WortTHInG, Sussex, Enc. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director cf 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


November 12 to 18 

Mon.—Matthew 5 : 13-16. 
The Christian as Church Member. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: The defeat of the 
Church is due to undernourished spiritual 
life. Neglect of the Word and prayer 
keeps low the spiritual quality and temper 
of the household of God. The spiritual 
health of every member is vital to the 


welfare of the “holy organism.” “We are 
members one of another.” Let us. be 
helpers of one another’s joy. Pray for 


the work of the “One by One” Band, 
founded by Thomas Hogben, London, 
Tues.—Acts 2 : 41-47. The 
Brotherhood of Believers. 
Prayer Succestions: “One is your 
Master, even Christ; and all ye are breth- 
ren” (Matt. 23:8). “Love the brother- 
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hood” (1 Pet. 2:17). The association, 
intimacy, intercourse, and understanding 
sympathy and love among Christians sur- 
passes anything known in all the fraternal 
and social circles in the world. The sacred 
bond of Christian brotherhood must not 
be weakened. Is brother-love in you warm 
and genuine? Pray for the “One by One” 
Band, at San Francisco, Cal. 


Wed.—Romans 12: 1-8. 
Consecration and Service. 
PrayER SuGGESTIONS: Only the con- 
secrated can serve God acceptably. The 
priesthood required a greater consecration 
than Levitical service. The one served 
the altar the other the tabernacle. The 
priest’s separation unto God had to be 
complete. This idea ran all through the 
service of consecration. Clean hands and 
feet, appetites under control, the whole 
life with its friendships and functions sub- 
servient to the will of God suited the ap- 
pointed holy service. Without consecra- 
tion service for Christ loses its meaning. 
Are you alway, only, all for Christ? Pray 
for the “One by One” Band in India, 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 12 : 1-11. 
Diversities of Gifts. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The various spir- 
itual gifts: of the members of the Body of 
Christ are intended to be administered and 
operated by the Spirit of God. This is 
essential to the profit of all the people 
of God. Spiritual enterprises for their 
success require his suggestion, direction, 
and control. This it was that insured the 
vitality and power of the early Church. 
The Spirit’s administration in the Church 
is the crying need of our times. Pray for 
the evangelistic work of the India “One 
by One” Band. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 12 : 12-20. 

: Unity in the Church. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Christ prayed for 
oneness in his Church. Uniformity we 
may not expect, but unity should be prayed 
for and guarded. Feeble members of the 
Church are all necessary. God often abun- 
dantly honors less honorable members. We 
should all seek to be of one mind, having 
compassion one of another, to love as breth- 
ren and to be pitiful and courteous (1 Pet. 
3:8). Pray for the Bible school minis- 
tries of the India “One by One” Band. 


Sat.—Ephesians 2 : 13-22. Unity in Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Believers are 
“fellowcitizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God.” Through the 
reconciliation on the Cross they are 
one flock under one shepherd. As mem- 
bers of one body we should seek to be one 
in faith, doctrine, fellowship, hope, love, 
and practice. “Endeavouring [Gr., make 
speed, or haste] to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the [uniting] bond of peace” 
(Eph. 4:3). Pray for Mr. and Mrs. D. 
Samuel, Madras, and Miss E. A. W. Edge, 
Kotagiri, of the India “One by One” Band. 
Sun.—Ephesians 3: 14-21. 

The Deeper Spiritual Life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Inward spiritual 
strength, a heart filled with Christ, and 
fixed in love, and a life of unfiuctuating 
communion with God are our privilege in 
grace. A spiritual attainment ample for 
our life’s emergencies is all provided for 
in Christ. Are you possessing your pos- 
sessions? Pray for Lieut.-Com. and Mrs. 
J. O. Elliott, of the “One by One” Band 
in England. 
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My Christmas Programs 
* Joy Bells” and “ The Star” 


Are easy—inexpensive—Scriptural 
RETURNABLE EXAMINATION COPIES ON REQUEST 
GRANT TULLAR Box 246 M Orange, N. J- 











SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 





NOTICE—The “Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator,” an Advanced Quar- 
terly of 192 pages, in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 


CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC 


New ppg Chsiotmne Catalogue, 48 pages of carols, etc., 
is FR Send postal. It shows “GLORIOUS 
CHRISTMAS,” a different kind of service program, 
also two other services, both words and music. 

Pageants, dramatizations, sacred and secular cantatas 
for young people. Sent on examination, we pay posta:e. 


CHRISTMAS HELPER NO. 22 (new), material for 
children. 130 recitations, dialogues, exercises, songs, 
and special novelties. Send 25 cents. 


THE FOURTH SHEPHERD, a new kind of story 


in dialogue. 
































See ** THE VILLAGE CHOIR”? a jolly musical en- 
tertainment for any time. Send for returnable sample. 
Send AT’ ONCE for descriptive catalogue. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (orchestrated), outstanding 
S. S. Hymnal, a right kind of song book. "Puts new life 
in the School. Send for copy, ask about ‘‘ pay as you 
sing plan”’ and ‘* How Lebanon did it.” 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


PROPHETIC BOOKS 


“NATIONS IN COMMOTION— 
Rome Revived” 


By Roy T. BRUMBAUGH. A brand new book 
of thrilling messages on the above andother such 
subjects as ‘‘Wine, Women and Song,"’ ‘‘ The 
Second Coming,”’ etc. Price, 25 cents. 


**THE COMING DICTATOR and 
Will Jesus Come Back ? ” 


By W. E. BIEDERWOLF. A study of Dictators 
and Dictatorships in the light of History and the 
Bible. Very pungent! Price, 25 cents. 


“THE GREAT TRIBULATION ” 


By T. RICHARD DUNHAM. Foreword by W. 
L. Pettingill. -A study of the World's Soon- 
coming Midnight. Wall the church go through 
the TRIBULATION? Read this book. ‘The 
only book like it. Price, 25 cents. 


“WHAT OF THE NIGHT?” 


By Dr. ARTHUR I. BROWN. This book in its 
twelfth edition. Tens of thousands of them out. 
A marvelous book of amazing disclosures that 
every believer should know. Price, 35 cents. 


ALL FOUR BOOKS $1.00, Postpaid. 
Please specify books when ordering. 


Fundamental Truth Publishers 
Box 388 FINDLAY, OHIO 
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By HENRY T. SELL, D.D. 


‘Go through the 
Bible with a com- 
petent guide! 
Sell’s Bible Study 
books are invalu- 
able to teachers of 
groups, speakers 
in church and 
prayer - meetings 
for quick prepara- 
tion by Ministers 
and for personal 
study.’’— Zar- 
nest Worker. 


350,000 VOLUMES SOLD 


explore the fascinating vistas of biblical research. Bible classes will find them 


285 P Six Period i la- 
‘ion: f° Ta the Beginnings = The ‘Thee. 7+ Bible Studies in the Life of the Christian 





= So. ¥. 136 Paves. City Lite in Olden Times; 
Babylon, ‘The Mother of Cities ; Nineveh, 
‘The Magnificent; New Testament and 
Modern Cities; Jerusalem, The Most 
Famous City in the World; Antioch, 
The Pleasure-Loving - Paris of Syria; 
Ephesus, ‘ihe Hustling Chicago of Asia; 
Athens, The Cultured Boston of Greece ; 
Corinth, The Commercial New York of 
Former Times; Rome, The Mighty Lon- 
don of the Old Empire; The Cities’ 
Tribute of John; Werd Pictures of 
Jesus Christ in Capernaum. 


ORDER FORM 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Ave., New York 


Enclosed please find$. .... . . . for which send me 


. Set Sell’'s Bible Study Books. Complete 
for $10.50. 


. Volumes 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10-11-12-13-14. 
Each 75c. (Check ones desired.) 
Name 
Address A wide range of topics is 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO. 








Sell’s Bible Study Text Books 


HAVE NEVER BEEN EQUALLED . . . FOR ALL BIBLE STUDY PURPOSES 


Thousands of- 
readers will recall 
Dr. Sell’s leading 
articles in THE 
SunpDay SCHOOL 
Times. His con- 
servative scholar- 
liness, clearness of 
thought, and prac- 
tical comment 
have made his 
books unsur- 
passed in modern 
times. 


The Most Usable Bible Study Books in the World 


The Sunday School Times says: “Of supreme value. Will fill the earnest student with a desire to 


helpful. The whole series 


is attractively printed and bound although sold at so low a price.” 


Price .:. Each... Cloth...75c; The Set... $10.50 * so p.gese hecseariat Christian Beliefs, Six- 


teen Great Questions—What is the Bible? 


1. Introductory Bible Studies Years of Jesus; 2. The Immediate Prepara- Who is God? Who is Jesus Christ? What 
160 Pages. Bible Structure, History, Geog- tion; 3. Public Ministry—First Year; 4. is \Man?.-Is:Man Immortal? What is The 
raphy, Institutions, Times. Twenty-four Public Ministry—Second Year; _ 5. Public Church? The Others of Equal Interest. 
Lessons, Five Maps, Blackboard Outlines Ministry—Third Year; 6. Public Ministry— 10, Bible Studies in the Four Gospels 
for All Lessons, Last Four Months; 7. Passion Week; 8. 160 Pages. How Made, When and Where 

2. Bible Study by Books The Resurrection. Written, Authorship, Results of Recent Re- 
273 Pages. Fifty-two Chapters. Plan, Pur- 6 Bible Studies in the Life of Paul y pew Bangg hone. gerne Ws al «mong 

ose, History, Analysis of Every Bible 130 Pages. Ten Chapters: Three Parts: 1. i. oad Ae 1; ae af teak G yt. ane, 
ook. Introductory Chapter on “The Bible Paul's Preparation, Early Life, Conversion; ba ety Ste ag 
Writings”—Name, Aim, Character, Trust- 2. Paul’s Journeys— First, Second, and 11. Studies of Great Bible Characters — 
worthiness, Evidence. iceman ce Jograsye one bingy og 160 hs _— ~ etre man and 
erusalem to Rome; Paul’s ritings an power. en who met great difficulties an 
3. Bible Study by Periods and Purpose of Each Epistle. sac conquered them: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 


Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Saul, David, Nehe- 
miah, Job, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Dan- 


racy; 3. The Israelitish Kingdom; 4. The 169 Pages. Fourteen Chapters. Christian iel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, hn, Peter, 
ep Captivity and Return; 5. Christ on Faith and Service, Religious, Moral, Social Paul. Their lives will cen dom Guat. 
arth; 6. The First Churches. Twenty-four and Political Significance of The Teachings 12, Studies of Famous: Bible Women 
Chapters. Introductory Chapter on The of Jesus: New Introductory Chapter on Be- 7a pa The latest i in this series 
Periods and Their Relation to The Books. ing a Christian; What Is a Christian? E tae EN flat ihe Miri . b. 
‘ Good eaten Studies. ve, Rebekah, Jochebed and Miriam, Deb- 
4. Bible Study by Doctrines E ‘ orah, Delilah, Ruth, Hannah, Queen’ of 
5 i 3 8 Bible Studies in' Early Church History Sheba, Widow of Zarephath, Jezebel Es- 
So Pages. Twenty-four Brief Studies of A * ? . 
Neat Christian’ Dioctincs. Mibiical The- 162 Pages. From the Time of Christ to ther, Woman of Solomon’s Song, Mother of 
ology, Questions Upon Each Lesson. the Reign of Constantine. “The Heroic Jesus, Wife of Peter, Woman of Samaria, 
é a ees § a Age of The Church.” Ten Chapters—Trac- Martha and Mary, Mary_ Magdalene, 
5. Bible Studies in the Life of Christ ing the Progress of The Churches from Mother of James and John, Dorcas, Mary 
160 Pages. Eight Chapters: 1. The Early Jerusalem to Rome. —Mother of Mark, Lydia. 
ee ea SSS SSS See eSee Sees rersS4 13. Studies of Great Bible Cities 14. Studies of the Parables 


tsg Pages. The Two Foundations; The 
Sower; The Wheat and the Tares; The 
Mustard Seed ; The Leaven in the Meal; The 
Treasure and the Pearl; The Net Cast 
Into the Sea; The Merciful King and the 
Unforgiving Servant; The Labourers in the 
Vineyard; ‘The Ten Virgins, The Talents, 
The Final Judgment; The Good Samaritan ; 
The Rich Fool; The Great Supper; The 
Tower-Builder and the King Going to War; 
The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, The Lost 
Boy; The Prodigal Son and His Brother; 
The Rich Man and the Beggar; The Serv- 
ant Returned From Plowing; The Unjust 
Judge; The Pharisee and the Publican. 


HIGHLY COMMENDED BY BIBLE SCHOLARS. 


Full of facts about the Bible which everyone ought to know. 


set forth. Each book, going over 


ground different from the others, presents a complete course of 
worth-while Bible study. Questions for review follow every lesson. 


158 Fifth Ave., New York 
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